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Preface

Formerly titled A Glossary of House-Building and Site-Development Terms,
this invaluable reference text has been used for three decades by people
in the housing industry and by university and college students enrolled in
construction-related education programs.

Completely revised, this comprehensive, up-to-date glossary incorporates
more than 300 new definitions to reflect current construction terminology.
Selected illustrations from the companion volume, Canadian Wood-Frame
House Construction, are included.



ABS
(ABS)

ACQ

(CAQ, cuivre ammoniacal

quaternaire, m.)

ASHRAE
(pas d’équivalent
en frangais)

ASTM
(pas d'équivalent
en frangais)

AWG

(pas d'équivalent
en frangais)

above grade
(au-dessus du niveau

du sol, loc. adv.)

absolute humidity
(humidité absolue, f.)

absorption field
access hatch

accessible design
(aménagement
pour acces facile, m.)

accessible housing

acid soil

Abbreviation for acrylonitrile-butadiene-styrene. A type of rigid
plastic used in plumbing pipes for drain, waste and vent systems.
Can also be used for potable water pipes.

Abbreviation for alkaline copper quaternary. A wood preservative

chemical. See CCA.

Abbreviation for American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and
Air-conditioning Engineers.

Abbreviation for American Society for Testing and Materials.

Abbreviation for American Wire Gauge (also known as Brown &
Sharpe Wire Gauge). Standard measuring gauge for non-ferrous
conductors (that is, non-iron and non-steel). Gauge is a measure
of the diameter of the conductor (the thickness of the cable).

Part of a structure or site feature that is above the adjacent
finished ground level.

Mass of water vapor present in a specific volume of air—usually
expressed as grams per cubic meter of air. May also refer to the
mass of water in a specific mass of dry air.

See Plumbing terms.

See hatch.

A house, amenity or product design that allows access for people
with disabilities. For example, accessible sink. See barrier-free.

See Flexible housing terms.

See Soil terms.
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activated carbon
air filter

(feltre & air & charbon
actif, m.)

adaptable housing

adfreezing
(adhérence due au gel, )

adjustable steel column
(potean d acier réglable, m.)

adobe

aeration
(aération, f)

aerator
(brise-jet, m.)

aging-in-place
aggregate

(granulat, m.)

aggregate, coarse
(granulat grossier, m.)

aggregate, fine
(granulat fin, m.)

air barrier
(pare-air, m.)

air chamber

air change
(taux de renounvellement
dair, m.)

A filter activated by the absorption of moisture when pollutant
gases, attracted by the carbon, adhere to the filter.

See Flexible housing terms.

The process by which one object becomes adhered to another
by the binding action of ice.

A column often used in basements to support beams that is
capable of being adjusted to suit a range of heights.

See Construction types.

The adding of air.

A plumbing fitting that is used to break the water flowing from
faucets into droplets to increase the wetting effectiveness (less
water required to wet more surface area) and to improve taste.

See Flexible housing terms.

Material such as gravel, crushed stone or sand that can be used
as a base course for footings, patios and driveways or mixed with
cement and water to make concrete. See mineral aggregate.

An aggregate with particles 5 mm (.20 in.) in diameter and over;
includes crushed stone and gravel.

An aggregate with particles smaller than 5 mm (.20 in.)
in diameter; includes sand.

The combination of durable, structurally supported and
impermeable materials incorporated into the building envelope,
continuous around the interior conditioned volume of the
building (inclusive of ceiling, exterior walls, windows, doors,
foundation walls and floors), and sealed together to stop the
indoor-outdoor movement of air

See Plumbing terms.

The replacement of one complete house volume of air by
either natural or mechanical means (measured in air changes

per hour: ac/h).
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air change rate The number of times the total volume of air within a room or
(taux de renonvellement an entire dwelling is exchanged by either natural or mechanical

d air, m.) means (usually measured in air changes per hour - ACH).

air conditioning See Heating and cooling terms.

air dried See Lumber terms.

air duct A pipe, tube or passageway that conveys air. Normally associated

(conduit dair, m.) with heating, ventilating and air conditioning.

air exchanger See Ventilation terms.

air leakage The uncontrolled flow of air through a building envelope or

(fuite dair, f) a component of a building envelope as a result of a pressure
difference. See infiltration and exfiltration.

airlock entry A vestibule sealed by a second interior door.

(entrée éranche & lair, f)

air permeability A measurement of the degree to which a building material or
(perméabilité & Lair, f.) component allows air to pass through it when it is subjected
to a differential pressure.

air pocket A space or void created by trapped air that accidentally occurs
(poche d air, f.) in concrete as a result of poor consolidation.

air pressure The force per unit of area exerted by the atmosphere

(pression d air, f.) (e.g atmospheric air pressure) or that is created by mechanical

devices (e.g compressors, fans, pumps). It can have two
components: static pressure which is the actual pressure of the
fluid, which is associated not with its motion but with its state.
Dynamic pressure is associated with the velocity of air flow.

air shutter See Heating and cooling terms.
air space A cavity or space in walls, windows, or other enclosed parts of a
(lame d'air, m.) building between various members.

air-supported structure A structure consisting of a pliable membrane that achieves and

(structure gonflable, f.) maintains its shape by internal air pressure.
airtightness The ability of the house building envelope, or a component of
(étanchéité & Lair, f.) the building envelope, to resist air leakage.

air-to-air heat exchanger See Ventilation terms.
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air-to-air heat pump
air-vapour barrier

airway
(passage d'air, m.)

air well
(puits d'air, m.)
alarm system

(systéme dalarme, m.)

alternating current

ambient air temperature

(température de ['air

ambiant, f.)

amenity area
(aire dagrément, f.)

ampacity
ampere

anchor bolt
(boulon d'ancrage, m.)

anchor slot
(rainure d'ancrage, f-)

angle bead
(baguette d'angle, 1)

angle boot

angle iron

(corniére, f., fer dangle, m.)

See Heating and cooling terms: heat pump.
See air barrier and vapour barrier.

The space left between roof insulation and roof decking to allow
free movement of air.

A space within a building, enclosed by walls, partially or totally
open to the outside air at the roof, and designed to ventilate
service rooms such as bathrooms and kitchens.

A set of devices that triggers an alert in the case of intrusion,
smoke, fire or the presence of a specific chemical in the air.

See Electrical terms.

The temperature of the air surrounding an object such as the air
surrounding a house or the air surrounding a person in a room.

An area within the boundaries of a multi-unit residential
building site designed for private or common use, and which
may include landscaped site areas, patios, common areas,
communal lounges or swimming pools.

See Electrical terms.
See Electrical terms.

A steel bolt used to secure a structural member to concrete or
masonry. It is usually deformed at one end to ensure a good grip
in the concrete or masonry in which it is embedded.

A perforation through which a bolt can be inserted to secure a
building structure to one of various components, such as bottom
track, bottom plate or shelf angle (for brick veneer).

A small moulding placed over outside corners formed by the
intersection of plastered or dry walled surfaces that protect them
from damage.

See Heating and cooling terms.

An L-shaped steel section frequently used to support masonry
over a window or door opening. See lintel.
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anhydrous lime
(chaux anhydre, )

annual growth ring
(anneau de croissance
annuel, m.)

anti-scald valve

apartment
(appartement, m.)

apartment building
(immeuble
dappartements, m.)

apparent sensible
effectiveness

appliance
(appareil, m.)

apron
(moulure d'allége, f.,
tablier, m.)

aquastat

aquifer
(couche aquifere, f.)

arcade

(arcade, f)
arch
(arche, )
arch brick

(brigue-claveau, f)

architrave
(chambranle, m.)

Quicklime.

The combination of one early wood layer (light coloured) and
one late wood layer (dark coloured) Seen in a cross-section of a
tree. One annual ring usually represents one year of growth.

See Plumbing terms.

A room or suite of rooms used as living quarters. A dwelling unit
in a multi-unit residential building. See dwelling, multiple.

A type of multiple dwelling comprised of three or more dwelling
units in which one unit is above another unit, and often with
shared entrances and other essential facilities and services.

See Ventilation terms.

A device or instrument designed to perform a specific function,
especially an electrical device, such as toasters, clothes washers
and dryers, kitchen stoves, refrigerators, etc. for household use.

(1) A plain or moulded finish piece below the stool of a window.
See Window terms.

(2) The extension of the concrete floor of a garage or other
structure beyond the face of a building.

See Heating and cooling terms.

A water-saturated underground formation of sand, gravel or
fractured or porous rock, which can be a source for water supply.

A row of arches supported by columns, which may either be
attached to a building or be free-standing,.

A form of structure with a curved shape spanning an opening
and supported by piers, abutments, or walls and used to support
weight and resist pressure.

A brick with a wedge shape; also one with a curved face suitable
for wells and other circular work.

Mouldings around openings and certain other locations to
conceal joints or for decorative purposes.
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Area terms (aire, f., terminologie)

area

(aire, )

areaway
(puits de lumiére, m.,

fosse de soupirail, f.)

building area
(aire de bitiment, f.)

floor area
(aire de plancher, f.)

net room area
(aire nette d’une piéce, f-)

area drain
armoured cable

artesian groundwater
(nappe artésienne, 1)

artificial stone

(similipierre, f)

asbestos

(amiante, f.)

asbestos cement
(amiante-ciment, m.)

ash

(cendpre, )

ashlar

aspect ratio

The size of a surface within specific boundaries, which is usually
expressed in square meters (m?) or square feet (ft).

An open subsurface space adjacent to a building used to
admit light or air, or as a means of access to an area or floor
level below grade.

The maximum projected horizontal area of the building at or
above grade within the outside perimeter of the exterior walls or
within the outside perimeter of exterior walls and the centre line

of firewalls.

The space on any storey of a building between exterior walls and
required firewalls, including the space occupied by interior walls
and partitions, but not including exits and vertical service spaces
that pierce the storey.

The floor area of a room measured from finished wall to

finished wall.

See Plumbing terms.

See Electrical terms: cable, armoured.

A confined body of water in the ground that is under pressure.
A special concrete unit (sometimes artificially coloured)

resembling natural stone and made by mixing chippings and
dust of natural stone with Portland cement and water.

A highly heat-resistant fibrous silicate mineral used in fire-
resistance and insulating materials. Known to be carcinogenic

if inhaled.

A fire resistant weatherproof building material made from
Portland cement and asbestos. Used to make plain and
corrugated sheets, siding, shingles and pipe.

The solid waste remaining after combustion of a solid fuel.

See stonework.

See Heating and cooling terms.

n Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation



asphalt (bituminous)
(asphalte, m., bitume, m.,
goudron, m.)

ASPE
(pas d’équivalent
en frangais)

ASSE
(pas déquivalent
en frangais)

assistive technology

astragal
(battement, m.)

at grade

(au niveau du sol, loc. adv.)

atmospheric burner

atrium
(atrium, m.)

attic
(vide sous toit, m.,

combles, m. pl)

attic hatch

(trappe d'acces au vide
sous toit, f.)

auto-fill valve

automatic
(automatique, adj.)

auxiliary water

awning
(auvent, m.)

azimuth
(azimut, m.)

A dark brown to black highly viscous hydrocarbon produced
from petroleum distillation residue and used in roofing and other
construction materials as a waterproofing or cementing agent.
See Paving terms.

Abbreviation for the American Society of Plumbing Engineers.
Abbreviation for American Society of Sanitary Engineering.

See Flexible Housing terms.

A moulding fastened to the edge of one of a pair of doors or
window sashes to provide a seal when the windows or doors are
in a closed position.

The elevation of part of a structure or site feature that is at
adjacent ground level.

See Heating and cooling terms.

An enclosed interior court, one or more levels high, onto which
other rooms may open.

The space between the upper floor ceiling and roof or between a
knee wall and a sloping roof. Also called roof space.

The opening to an attic.

See Plumbing terms.

Mechanically or electrically self acting (e.g., automatic sump
pump or garage door).

See Water re-use and recycling terms.

A roof like cover for a window or a porch. See Window terms

and Sash types.

The bearing or direction of a horizontal line measured clockwise
from true North and expressed in degrees.
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BRI
(MLI)

BTU
(Btu, f)

B-vent

Bacharach smoke
number

bachelor apartment
(garconniere, f., studio, m.)

back bedding
backdraft damper

backdrafting
(flue reversal)

backfill

(remblai, m.)

backflow
backflow preventer

backing
(fond de clowage, m.)

back pressure
back pressure backflow

back putty
(mastic de fond, m.)

back siphonage

backup wall
(mur de fond, m.)

See building-related illness.

Abbreviation for British Thermal Unit. See Heating and
cooling terms.

See Chimney terms.

See Heating and cooling terms.

An apartment consisting of one room serving as bedroom and
living room, with a separate bathroom.

See back putty.

See Ventilation terms.

See Heating and cooling terms.

Material used for filling a trench or the excavation around a
foundation wall.

See Plumbing terms.

See Plumbing terms.

Material used to provide reinforcement or a nailing surface for
certain finish materials.

See Plumbing terms.
See Plumbing terms.

Mastic material placed in rabbets before installing glass to
provide a bed for the glass.

See Plumbing terms.

A steel stud, wood frame or concrete-masonry wall located
within the exterior wall assembly of a building to resist lateral
loads and to support exterior finishes, insulation, air and vapour
barriers, and interior drywall or plaster.
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back vent
back-water valve
baffle

balance

balanced flue
balancing damper

balcony
(balcon, m.)

ballast
(ballast, m.)

balloon framing

baluster
(balustre, m.)

balustrade
(balustrade, f.)

banister
(main courante, f-)

barge board

See Plumbing terms.
See Plumbing terms.
See Ventilation terms.
See Window terms.
See Chimney terms.
See Ventilation terms.

A gallery or platform, either cantilevered or supported,
that projects from the wall of a building and is enclosed by
a guardrail.

(1) material (e.g., gravel) placed to hold down roof insulation
and waterproofing systems,

(2) a device used to control the electrical current flowing in a
circuit (See Electrical terms).

See Wood framing.

A vertical member in a balustrade between the handrail and the
treads or stringers in a staircase, or between a horizontal rail and
the floor below. See guard.

A protective barrier approximately 900-1,100 mm (35- 43 in.)
high at the edge of openings in floors or at the side of stairs,
landings, balconies, mezzanines, galleries, raised walkways,

or other locations to prevent falls from one level to another.

A balustrade may be solid or may have openings. See guard.

The handrail of a staircase.

The finished board covering the gable rafter on a gable roof.

(bordure de pignon, f.) See facer board, verge board.
barometric damper
or barometric draft
regulator

See Heating and cooling terms.

barrier-free design
(accés sans obstacle, m.)

See Flexible housing terms.

baseboard Interior trim at the intersection of the wall and the floor.

(plinthe, f)
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baseboard heater

base course
(assise de base, f.)

baseline
(ligne de départ, f)

basement
(sous-sol, m.)

base moulding
(moulure de plinthe, f.)

bat
(brigueton, m.)

bathroom
(salle de bains, f)

bathtub
(baignoire, f)

bathtub, roman
(baignoire romaine, f.)

bathtub, whirlpool
(bain tourbillon, m.,
bain hydromasseur, m.)

batt

batten
(tasseau, m.)

batter

(fruit, m.)

batter board
(planche de repére, f.)

bay
(baie, )

bay window

See Heating and cooling terms.
In masonry, the first or bottom course of masonry units.
A line of known length and position that is used as a basis

for establishing the locations of buildings, paths and other
site installations.

The lower storey of a building below or partly below
ground level.

Any moulding placed at the base of a column, wall and so on.
See shoe mould.

A brick with one end intact and the other end cut off.

A room usually containing a sink, a toilet and often a bathtub or
shower or both.

A fixed, open-topped tank used for bathing.

A deep bathtub that is either sunk below the floor level or
installed away from enclosing walls.

A deep bathtub equipped with a pump that recirculates
the bath water.

See Insulation terms.

A narrow strip of wood used to cover joints between
boards or panels.

A receding upward slope; normally applied to a wall or structural
member where the thickness diminishes towards the top.

A board set adjacent to an excavation and used as a reference
point to level and align the work.

One of the intervals or spaces into which a building is divided
by columns, piers or division walls.

See Window terms.
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BCIN
(pas d'équivalent
en frangais)

beam

(poutre, f.)

beam pocket
(vetrait & poutre, |-,

logement de poutre, m.)

bearing capacity
(capacité portante, f.)

bearing plate
(plaque d'appui, f.)

bearing wall

bed
(lit, m.)

bed joints
(Goints dassise, m. pl.)

bed-moulding
(moulure de corniche, 1)

bedrock
(roche mére, f.)

bedroom
(chambre, )

below grade
(au-dessous du niveau

du sol, loc. adv.)
belvedere

benchmark
(borne-repere, f.)

Abbreviation for Building Code Identification Number,
an identification system used in Ontario to identify persons
who have specific qualifications with respect to building

code knowledge.
A horizontal structural member supported at two or more points.

A notch or space in a masonry or concrete wall in which the end
of the beam is supported.

The applied load per unit area of surface of any structure or soil
that the structure or soil can support.

A metal plate for receiving and distributing the load from a
column to a floor or one end of a truss to a wall.

See partition.

(1) Any horizontal surface that has been prepared to receive the
element(s) it will support.

(2) In masonry, the horizontal layer of mortar on which each
course of masonry is laid.

(1) The horizontal joints in brick-work or masonry.
(2) The radiating joints in an arch.

Any moulding used to cover the joint at the intersection of
a wall and projecting cornice.

Solid rock underlying superficial material; may be exposed at
the surface.

A room used primarily for sleeping.

Any part of a structure or site feature that is below the adjacent
finished ground level.

See Outdoor structure terms.

A surveyor’s elevation reference point marked on an immovable
surface, iron bar, pin or block.

Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation m



bending stress
(contrainte en flexion, )

berm
(talus, m.)

bevel
(biseau, m.)

bevel siding
(bardage a clin, m.)

bib

(robinet darrosage, m.)

bidet
(bidet, m.)

bifold door
(porte pliante, f.)

bitumen
(bitume, m.)

blackwater

bleeding
(exsudation, )

bleed water
(eau de ressuage, f.)

blemish

(tache, )
blind-nailing

(clouage dissimulé, m.)

blistering

block, masonry
(bloc, m.)

A stress resulting from the application of a non-axial force to
a structural member measured in kilopascals (kPa) or imperial
equivalent, pounds per square inch (psi).

An earth embankment in the form of a linear mound;
often combined with fencing or planting to create a visual or
sound barrier.

The sloping surface formed when two surfaces meet at an angle
other than a right angle.

Boards normally 100-300 mm (3.94-11.81 in.) in width
tapering to a thin edge and used as horizontal wall cladding with
the thicker edge overlapping the thinner edge below.

A tap or faucet that has been threaded for connection of a hose.
Also known as a hose bib.

A shallow basin similar to a toilet that is equipped with a faucet
and drain and is specifically used for washing the genital and

anal areas.

A door, often used for closets, that is hinged in the middle so
that it requires less swing area than a standard door.

Hydrocarbons, such as those found in asphalt and mineral pitch.

See Water re-use and recycling terms.

A discharge of resin, gum, creosote, or other substance from
lumber or water from concrete. See bleed water.

Excess water in a concrete mixture which surfaces after the
concrete has been placed.

Anything that mars the appearance of a material.
Nailing in such a way that the nail heads are not visible
on the finished face of the work.

See Paint terms.

A manufactured concrete unit. See Construction types.
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block, cellular
(bloc cellulaire, m.)

block plan
(plan de masse, m.)

blocked vent
shut-off system

blocking

(cale, )

blower door
(infiltrométre, m.)

blower door test
(test d'infiltromérrie, m.)

blowing
(pigiires, |- pl., soufflure, f)

blue-stain
board foot
boiler

bollard
(butoir, m.)

A masonry block that has uniformly distributed pores
throughout its mass.

A plan of a building site showing the outlines of existing and

proposed buildings.

See Heating and cooling terms.

Small wood pieces used between framing members for bracing
and to provide support for the attachment of drywall, shelving
and cabinets.

A large fan-door assembly that can be installed in an exterior
door to pressurize or depressurize a house or a building to
determine airtightness characteristics. A blower door can be
used to depressurize houses so that air leakage points can be
identified with air leakage detection devices such as smoke
pencils or thermographic cameras/video recorders.

A diagnostic test using a blower door to measure the airtightness
characteristics of a building. Results are usually given in air
changes per hour (ACH) as well as equivalent leakage area (ELA)
and normalized leakage area (NLA) at a specific indoor-outoor
air pressure difference (such as 50 Pascals). A blower door test is
useful for assessing air leakage characteristics, finding air leakage
locations, sizing ventilation systems and assessing the potential
for depressurization.

A plastering defect that results when a conical piece is blown
out of a finished surface because moisture in the plaster has
mixed with an imperfectly slaked mixture of quicklime.

Also called pitting.
See Lumber terms.
See Lumber terms.
See Heating and cooling terms.

A wood, concrete, or metal post used to prevent vehicles
from entering or leaving an area. A short post containing an
electrical outlet.
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bond
(appareil, m.)
boot

borate-treated wood
(bois traité au borate, m.)

borrow pit
(zone d'emprunt, f.)

bottom plate

bottom track
(rail inférieur, m.)

bow window

bowing
(cambrure, f.)

box beam
(poutre & caisson, f.)

box column
(poteaun i caisson, m.)

box connector

box gutter
(gouttiére de bois, f.)

boxed track
(rail caissonné, m.)

brace
(écharpe, f)

braced framing

bracing
(contreventement, m.)

In masonry, the pattern in which bricks or blocks are laid to
tie the individual units together so that the entire wall acts as a
complete unit.

See Heating and cooling terms.

Wood that has been pressure-treated with borax to improve
resistance to decay and insect damage.

An excavation from which earth materials are obtained for
use as fill.

See Wood framing.

In steel-frame construction, the bottom member to which the
studs are attached and that is anchored to the floor.

See Window terms.

A deviation from a straight line, measured at the point of greatest
distance from the straight line. Often applied to lumber.

A beam made of plywood or oriented strand board (OSB)

on a lumber framework.

A built-up hollow column of square or rectangular section
generally used in porch construction.

See Electrical terms.

A wood gutter usually lined with metal and sometimes called
a concealed gutter.

A method of assembling steel stud walls in which studs are
secured to an inverted top (inner) track held by an outer track
attached to the ceiling, so that the backup wall is free of vertical
loads but supports horizontal loads.

An inclined lumber member used in walls and in trussed
partitions or in framed roofs to form a triangle and thereby
stiffen the framing. When a brace supports a rafter, it is called
a strut.

See Wood framing.

Ties used for supporting and strengthening various types of

buildings.
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brad

branch (plumbing)
branch circuit
branch duct
branch vent
breaking joints
(rompre les joints, v.,

Joints croisés, m. pl.,
Jjoints rompus, m. pl.)

breech or breeching
breech pipe

breezeway
(passage extérienr
recouvert, m.)

brick
(brique, f)

brick construction
brick facing

brick ledge

(débord de fondation, m.)

brick lintel
(linteau & brique, m.)

brick mold

(convre-joint, m.)

brick tie
(agrafe a brique, f)

brick veneer
bridging

bridging, cross

See Nail types.

See Plumbing terms.

See Electrical terms.

See Heating and cooling terms.
See Plumbing terms.

(1) The laying of masonry units in a way to prevent vertical
joints in adjacent courses from aligning.

(2) The distribution of joints in boards, flooring, lath and panels
so no two adjacent end-joints are directly in line.

See Heating and cooling terms.
See Heating and cooling terms.

A covered passageway between a house and an auxiliary building.

A masonry unit usually made from fired clay.

See Construction types.
See Construction types: brick veneer.

The edge of a foundation wall or projecting floor slab used to

support brick.

A steel angle placed over a window or other opening to
support brick.

Trim used between exterior door and window frames and the

wall finish material.

A metal strap that provides lateral support to the brick veneer
of a building by transferring lateral loads to the backup wall.

See Construction types.
See Wood framing.

See Wood framing.
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bridging, thermal
(pont thermique, m.)

British Thermal Unit
(BTU)

broken joint

broom finish
(fini au balai, m.)

brownfield

(terrain contaminé, m.)
building area
building code

(code du batiment, m.)
building drain

building envelope

(enveloppe du bitiment, f.)

building orientation

(orientation du batiment, f7)

building paper

(papier de construction, m.)

building-related
illness (BRI)
(MCM, maladie liée
aux immeubles f7)

building sewer

The interruption of the continuity of a layer of thermal
insulation within the building envelope by another material

with higher thermal conductivity (such as metal, wood, concrete)
that results in increased heat loss through the assembly and
localized cold spots on the interior.

See Heating and cooling terms.

See Joint terms.

A method of finishing a concrete surface in which a stiff broom
is used to give a roughened texture and linear pattern.

Property where expansion, redevelopment, or reuse may be
complicated by the presence or potential presence of a hazardous
substance, pollutant, or contaminant.

See area.

A set of regulations that defines the health and safety,
functionality, accessibility, egress and other requirements for
building construction.

See Plumbing terms.

The elements of a building, including their structural support,
that separate conditioned space from unconditioned space.
Also referred to as “Building Enclosure”.

The siting of a building on a lot. The term is often used when
discussing solar orientation, which is the siting of a building with
respect to access to solar radiation.

A heavy paper usually impregnated with bitumen, and applied
under or behind exterior finish materials in wood-frame
construction to protect the assembly from liquid water.

A medical condition caused by a building environment

and frequently involving an infection; differs from Sick Building
Syndrome in that a building-related illness is substantiated

by clinical and laboratory findings, for example, Legionnaire’s
Disease, in which micro-organisms are spread by air
conditioning systems.

See Plumbing terms.
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building site
(emplacement de
construction, m.,
chantier, m.)

building storm drain
building storm sewer
built-in transfer
equipment

(matériel de déplacement
encastré, m.)

built-up roof
(couverture multicouche, f.)

bulkhead In building
construction

(retombée de plafond, [ [1]
construction hors roit, [ [2]
descente de cave, f. [3])

bull float
(aplanissoir, m.)

bull nose
(rive arrondie, f.)

burl
(loupe, )

burner, atmospheric
burner unit

butt hinge
(charniére simple, f.)

butt joint
butterfly damper

buttress
(contrefort, m., renfort, m.)

A parcel of land suitable for building, or on which a building is
being built or may be built. Also called plot.

See Plumbing terms.
See Plumbing terms.

A system designed to aid people with mobility disabilities,
consisting of ceiling-mounted tracks, lifting devices, a control
panel and switches, an electric motor, a power supply and a

backup battery.

A roof covering consisting of layers of roofing felt laid in pitch or
asphalt. The top is finished with crushed stone, gravel, or a cap
sheet. Generally used on flat or low-pitched roofs.

(1) An enclosed space below a ceiling that may conceal services.

(2) A structure above the roof of any part of a building enclosing
a stairway, tank, elevator machinery, or ventilating apparatus,
or any part of a shaft that extends above the roof.

(3) A sloping door or doors affording entrance to a cellar from
outside a building.

A board of wood, aluminum or magnesium mounted on a pole
that is used to spread and smooth horizontal concrete surfaces.

A rounded corner used to give a decorative and finished
appearance.

A distortion of wood grain, usually caused by abnormal growth
due to injury to the tree.

See Heating and cooling terms.
See Heating and cooling terms.

The most common type of hinge used for doors, comprised
of hinged plates secured to the door and door frame.

See Joint terms.
See Ventilation terms.

A structural element built perpendicular to a wall in order to
resist lateral thrusts.
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butyl rubber sealant
(mastic d’étanchéité au

butyl, m.)

bypass damper

CCA
(ACC)

CEBus (Consumer
Electronic Bus)
(pas d'équivalent

en frangais)

CFC
(Chlorofluorocarbon)
(chlorurofluorurocarbone,

m.)

CFM
(pem)

CHBA
(ACCH)

CMHC
(SCHL)

CSA

CcwcC
(CCB)

CWWA
(ACEPU)

cable
cable, armoured

camber
(cambrure, )

A paintable, synthetic rubber sealant that bonds to most surfaces,
including metal and masonry.

See Heating and cooling terms.

Abbreviation for chromated copper arsenate, a wood preservative

chemical. See ACQ.

A home automation protocol developed by the Electronics
Industry Association as a public communications standard.
CEBus uses two-way communications transmitted via any
available transmission media (twisted pair wiring, coaxial cable,
infra red, fibre optics, and so on). See home automation.

A chemical used in refrigerants, solvents and blowing agents
for many rigid insulations that is linked to ozone depletion if it
escapes to the atmosphere.

Abbreviation for cubic feet per minute. A unit of measurement
often used to express air flow.

Abbreviation for Canadian Home Builders’ Association.
Abbreviation for Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation.

Abbreviation for Canadian Standards Association.

Abbreviation for Canadian Wood Council.
Abbreviation for Canadian Water and Wastewater Association.

Seee Flectrical terms.
See Electrical terms.

The amount of built-in curve given to an arch, arch bar, beam or
girder to prevent the member from becoming concave due to its
own weight or the weight of the load it must carry.
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cambium
(cambium, m.)

canopy
(aunvent, m.)

cantilever
(porte-a-faux, m.)

cant strip
(chanlatte, f.)

cap
(couronnement, m.)

cap flashing

(solin de couronnement, m.)

capillary action
(action capillaire, f.)

capillary flow or
capillarity
(capillarité, f.)

capital
(chapiteau, m.)

carbon dioxide (CO,)
(dioxyde de carbone, m.)

carbon filter
(filtre & charbon, m.)

The layer of tissue just beneath the bark of a tree where the new
wood and bark cells of each year’s growth develop.

A roof-like structure over an opening in an exterior wall or
a walkway.

A structural member that projects beyond a supporting column
or wall and is counterbalanced or supported at only one end (for
example, cantilevered beams may be used to support a balcony).

A wedge or triangular-shaped piece generally installed on flat
roofs around the perimeter or at the junction of the roof and
adjoining wall.

A plain or moulded block or other covering forming the top of
a wall, pier, newel post or column; a wall coping, chimney cap.
See Wood framing.

Flashing installed on a vertical surface to prevent water from

migrating behind base flashing.

The process of water movement through porous materials, or
the action of surface tension which pulls a liquid column up a
material against the gravitational pull.

The flow of liquid within small pore passages in a material or
between materials due to capillary action. Also called wicking.

The upper part of a column, pilaster or pier, widened for
decorative purposes or to distribute loads.

An odoutless, invisible, non-combustible gas occurring
naturally in the atmosphere. It is produced by animals through
respiration, decomposition of organic materials and combustion
of fuels. Carbon dioxide can be dangerous if present in high
concentrations. Emissions of carbon dioxide to the atmosphere
contribute to global warming.

A device employing a carbon block or carbon granules to remove
some particulates from water. Activated carbon in a carbon filter
removes unwanted, volatile chemicals such as chlorine, toxic
gases, solvents, pesticides and some trace minerals.
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carbon monoxide (CO)
(monoxyde de carbone, m.)

carbon monoxide
detector

(détecteur de monoxyde
de carbone, m.)

carpet
(moquette, [, tapis, m.)

A colourless, odourless, and toxic gas produced during the
combustion process that can be produced by kerosene heaters,
wood burning appliances, unvented gas appliances and
automobiles. Dangerous in low concentrations. Toxic effects
accumulate with length of exposure.

A device used to detect the presence of carbon monoxide.

A fabric floor covering.

Carpet terms (moquette, f., terminologie)

cut pile
(velours coupé, m.)

glue-down
(pose collée, [, pose collée
en plein, f)

loop pile
(poils bouclés, m. pl.)

stretch-in
(mogquette étirée, f.)
carport

(abri d'auto, m.)

carriage bolt
(boulon de carrosserie, m.)

casement

casing
(encadrement, m.)

catalyst
(catalyseur, m.)

Pile composed of cut yarn attached to primary fabric backing
and protected by secondary latex-coated fabric backing.

A type of carpet with a cushion layer of foam backing and
secured directly to the subfloor with latex adhesive.

Pile composed of looped yarn woven through primary fabric
backing and protected by secondary latex-coated fabric backing.

A type of carpet with a separate under-cushion stapled to the
subfloor, then stretched and hooked onto strips nailed to the
edges of the subfloor.

A roofed but otherwise open shelter located adjacent to a
dwelling for a vehicle.

A round-headed bolt used in the assembly of wooden members
when the bolt head will be exposed to view.

See Window terms.

Decorative trim used to cover the gap between the wall finish
and window and door frames.

A substance that creates a reaction without being consumed in
the process. For example, the catalyst in a catalytic combustion
appliance is a coated ceramic honeycomb through which the
exhaust gas is routed.
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catch basin
(bassin collecteur, m.)

cathedral ceiling
caulk (calfeutrer, v.)

caulking
(mastic de calfeutrage, m.)

cavity wall
(mur creux, m.)

centralized
wastewater system

A sub grade chamber usually built at the curb line of a street for
the admission of surface water to a storm sewer or subdrain and
that has a sediment sump designed to retain grit and detritus.

See Ceiling terms.
To make tight with a sealing material.

Materials with widely different chemical compositions used to
make a seam or joint air- or water-tight.

A wall contructed of masonry units with a cavity, usually 50 mm
(1.97 in.) wide, between two wythes, or “skins”. The wythes are
attached with metal ties or bonding units, and act together to
resist loads.

See Water re-use and recycling terms.

Ceiling terms (plafonds, m., terminologie)

cathedral ceiling
(plafond cathédrale, m.)

ceiling
(plafond, m.)

coffered ceiling
(plafond & caissons, m.)

coved ceiling
(plafond & gorge, m.)

vaulted ceiling
(plafond a voiites, m.)

dropped ceiling
(faux-plafond, m.)

A ceiling that is inclined, typically sloping up to the centre of the
room. The ceiling may follow the roof slope (e.g. in the case

of a rafter ceiling) or may have a slope that differs from the roof
slope (e.g. in the case of a scissor truss).

The overhead inside surface of a room.
A ceiling featuring recesses in a regular pattern.

A ceiling which is formed at the edges to give a hollow curve
from wall to ceiling instead of a sharp angle of intersection.

A ceiling with high arches.

A non-structural, secondary ceiling suspended below an existing
ceiling or a roof or floor structure. It may be framed and finished
in a manner consistent with the surrounding construction or
consist of a modular grid of prefabricated light weight panels
and suspension system. A dropped ceiling is usually provided to
contain, conceal and provide passage space for lighting, wiring,
plumbing, heating, ventilating and air conditioning systems.
May also be referred to as a false or suspended ceiling.
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ceiling fan
(ventilateur de plafond, m.)

ceiling joist

ceiling outlet

cellar

(cave, 1)

cellulose fibre insulation

cement
(ciment, m.)

cement grout
(coulis de ciment, m.)

cement mortar
(mortier de ciment, m.)

central air conditioner

central heating

centre line
(axe, m., ligne de centre, f.)

centre to centre
(entraxe, m.)

ceramic fibre liner
ceramic tiles
cesspool

chain-link fence
(cloture a mailles de

chaine, f.)

chair rail

A motorized fan with exposed blades installed on the ceiling and
used to force the circulation of air within a room or space.

See Wood framing terms.
See Electrical terms.

The portion of a building that is partly or wholly underground
and that has more than one-half of its height, from finished floor
to finished ceiling, below grade.

See insulation.

A powdered substance made from lime and clay that, when
mixed with water and sand, makes mortar or when mixed with
water, sand and gravel, makes concrete.

A mixture of cement, water and sand used for bedding
bearing plates, setting anchor bolts and filling and smoothing
foundation cracks.

A mortar in which the cement material is primarily Portland
cement.

See Heating and cooling terms.
See Heating and cooling terms.

A line, actual or assumed, that symmetrically divides a surface
or object and is used as a reference for measurement.

A term used to describe the linear spacing between the centre
pacing

points or lines of adjacent joists, studs and other deliberately

positioned members or features.

See Heating and cooling terms.
See tile.
See Plumbing terms.

A fence of woven steel wire attached to steel posts and rails.

Interior trim material installed horizontally on walls about one

(cimaise de protection, f.) metre (3 ft.) above the floor that is both decorative and functional

as it protects the wall finishes from damage by the backs of chairs.
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chalking
(farinage, m.)

chamfer
(changfrein, m.)

channel iron
(profilé en C, m.)

charrette (design)
(charrette de conception, f.)

chase
(retrait technique, m.)

check
checking

check rails
(traverses de rencontre, [ pl.)

check valve

chimney
(cheminée, [.)

The deterioration of paint by oxidation that results in a

chalk-like powder.

A sloped or bevelled edge.

A C-shaped steel section that has a web with two flanges
extending in the same direction.

A facilitated problem-solving and opportunity identification
exercise involving a diverse range of expertise, knowledge

and experience—such as planners, architects, landscape
architects, engineers, builders, developers, specialists, educators,
students, community representatives, government staff and
civic leaders—to focus and collaborate on overcoming barriers,
addressing challenges and creating innovative planning, design,
construction and operating solutions that address multiple
objectives and mutual interests.

A dedicated cavity in a wall or ceiling containing pipes, ducts,
wiring etc. that may run vertically between floors or horizontally
between rooms or to the exterior of the building.

See Lumber terms.
See Paint terms.

The meeting rails in sliding or double-hung window sashes that
meet when closed and are of sufficient thickness to overlap and
form a seal.

See Plumbing terms.

A structure of brick, stone, concrete, metal or other non-
combustible material that is a housing for one or more flues that
carry combustion products to the outdoors.

Chimney terms (cheminées, f., terminologie)

bracket masonry
chimney

(cheminée en magonnerie
sur console, 1)

B-vent
(cheminée de type B, f.)

A brick chimney built on wooden supports within a wall
of a house; common in older houses.

A prefabricated double-walled metal chimney used with
appropriate draft hood equipped natural gas appliances.
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cap

(mitre, [

chimney draft
(tirage de la cheminée, m.)

chimney flashing
(solin de cheminée, m.)

chimney flue pipe,
chimney lining
(conduit de cheminée, m.)

chimney saddle
(solin en dos dine, m.)

chimney thimble
(fourreau de cheminée, m.)

double-wall flue pipe
(conduit de fumée
doublé, m.)

downdraft
(contre-tirage, m.)

draft
(tirage, m.)

draft regulator

(régulateur de tirage, m.)

factory-built chimney
(cheminée préfabriguée, f.)

type A (A-Vent)
(cheminée de type A, f-)

A protective covering or housing for the top of a chimney for
preventing the entry of rain, snow, animals, birds and so on, and
for preventing wind-induced downdrafts.

The available natural draft of the chimney in normal conditions,
causing smoke and room air to move from the higher pressure of
the room to the lower pressure at the top of the chimney.

Any kind of metal or composition material placed around a
chimney where it penetrates through a roof to cover the joint
and prevent water from entering.

A passage housed in a chimney through which products of
combustion are carried from a fuel burning appliance to the
exterior. Also called chimney lining.

A peaked flashing between a chimney and the roof to shed
moisture around the chimney. See cricket.

The connector that joins the vent connector through the wall to
the chimney and liner.

A chimney flue used on wood-burning appliances. Made with a
metal inner liner and a sealed or ventilated outer shell.

The movement of air and products of combustion down a
chimney in a direction opposite to that which is intended.

The pressure difference between the base of a chimney and the
surrounding air caused by the temperature difference between
the interior or the chimney and the surrounding air, resulting in
the flow of air and products of combustion upwards through the
chimney.

A device such as draft hood or barometric damper designed
to stabilize the draft of a natural draft (chimney-connected)
combustion appliance.

A chimney consisting entirely of factory-made parts designed to
be assembled without requiring fabrication on the building site.
Includes B-Vent. L-vent and A-Vent chimneys:

A double-walled, factory-built metal chimney used for oil, gas
& solid fuel combustion appliances. A 650°C (1,200°F) metal
chimney, designed to withstand high temperatures, is required
for solid fuel or wood-burning appliances.
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type B (B-Vent)

type L (L-Vent)
(cheminée de type L, f.)

flue collar

(buse, )

flue gas condensation
(condensation de gaz de
combustion, f.)

flue gases
(gaz de combustion, m.)

flue pipe
(tuyau de raccordement,
m., carneau, m., tuyau i

Sfumée, m.)

masonry chimney

(cheminée en magonnerie, f.)

smoke pipe
(tuyau & fumée, m.)

unlined masonry
chimney

(cheminée en magonnerie
non chemisée, f.)

vent collar
(manchon de tuyan
a fumée, m.)

vent connector
(conduit de

raccordement, m.)

chord member
circuit
circuit breaker

circuit vent

See B-Vent.

A factory-built venting system usually used with oil-fired
combustion appliances.

That portion of an appliance designed for the attachment of
a draft hood, vent connector or venting system.

Liquids that are formed when exhaust gas condenses on surfaces
in the exhaust stream (flues, chimneys, etc.).

A mixture of products of combustion and excess air produced

by fuel-fired appliances.

The pipe conducting combustion products from the furnace or
boiler to the chimney. Also called vent connector.

A chimney that consists of a clay tile liner surrounded by brick
or stone.

Same as vent connector, however usually associated with a solid
fuel appliance.

An older masonry chimney not lined with clay tiles, firebrick or
stainless steel; not suitable for wood-burning appliances.

That part of a fuel-fired appliance to which the vent connector
is attached.

The conduit connecting the fuel-fired appliance to the
chimney thimble or the outside wall (in the case of a side-wall
vented appliance).

See Truss terms.
See Electrical terms.
See Electrical terms.

See Plumbing terms.
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circulating fan
(ventilateur de
circulation, m.)

circulating pump
(pompe de circulation, f.)

cistern

(citerne, f)
cladding

(parement, m.)

clapboard
(clin, m., bardage a clin, m.)

clay soil

cleanout, heating
cleanout, plumbing
clear lumber

clearance
(dégagement, m.)

clerestory
(claire-voie, [,
mur de fenétres hautes, m.)

clinch
(river, v.)

clinch nails
closed loop system
closet

closet, walk-in

A motor driven fan within a forced air system used to circulate
air throughout a house.

A motor-driven device used to circulate water through a piping
system in a house.

A tank used to collect and store water.

Any material that covers an interior or exterior wall.

Horizontal exterior wood finish shaped or overlapped to provide
a weather-resistant cladding.

See Soil terms.

See Heating and cooling terms.

See Plumbing terms.

See Lumber terms.

The distance between stationary or moving objects or surfaces
that are adjacent one another (e.g., door clearance over the
floor, clearance from a chimney flue to a combustible surface).
See also Heating and cooling terms.

An upper portion of a wall containing windows for supplying
natural light into a building. A wall with windows located above
an adjacent roof for the purpose of admitting light into the
interior of a building.

To bend over the protruding ends of nails to increase
withdrawal resistance.

See Nalil types.
See Plumbing terms.
See House rooms.

See House rooms.
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closure
(dispositif d'obruration, m.)

coaxial cable
(cable coaxial, m.)

coefficient of expansion
(coefficient de dilatation, m.)

coefficient of heat
transmission
(coefficient de transmission

de chaleur, m.)

coefficient of
performance

coffered ceiling
cogeneration

collar tie
(entrait retroussé, m.)

collector, air
(capteur & air, m.)

collector, liquid
(capreur i liquide, m.)

collector, solar
(capteur solaire, m.)

collector, photovoltaic
(capteur photovoltaique, m.)

collector tilt
(inclinaison du capreur, f)

column
(poteau, m.)

combi water heater

A device or assembly for closing an opening through a fire
separation, such as a door, a shutter, wired glass or glass block,
and including all components such as hardware, closing devices,
frames, and anchors.

See Electrical terms.
A constant that represents the fractional change in length, area

or volume per unit change in temperature at a given constant
pressure.

A constant that represents the ability of a material to transmit
heat.

See Heating and cooling terms.

See Ceiling terms.
See Energy efficiency terms.

A horizontal member used to provide intermediate support for
opposite roof rafters, usually located in the middle third of the
rafters. Also called collar beam or brace.

A solar collector that uses air as the heat transfer medium.
A solar collector that uses water or other liquid as the heat
transfer medium.

A device that transforms solar radiation into usable heat.
A device that transforms solar radiation into usable electricity.
The angle of a solar collector assembly or the roof supporting

it to the horizontal.

A vertical structural member consisting of one or more
components acting together and loaded in the direction of its
longitudinal axis.

See Plumbing terms.
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combined heat and See cogeneration.
power (CHP) generation

(production combinée de

chaleur et d'électricite, f.)

combined sewer See Plumbing terms.

combined stress The stress developed when more than one type of force acts on a
(contraintes combinées, f- pl.)  strucrural member (for example, bending and compression).

combo system/ See Plumbing terms.

integrated combo

system

combustible and Generally, combustible material is any material that burns,
non-combustible while non-combustible material does not burn. Materials are
material classified as combustible or non-combustible within the range

(matériau combustible/

) . of temperatures that may occur in a building either normally or
incombustible, m.)

under fire conditions. The term non-combustible is generally
applied to materials that meet the acceptance criteria of

CAN4-S114-M, “Test for Determination of Non-Combustibility

in Building Materials”.
combustion air See Heating and cooling terms.
combustion chamber See Heating and cooling terms.
combustion liner See Heating and cooling terms.
common See Lumber terms.
common bond A method of laying bricks that is similar to a stretching bond
(appareil commun, m.) but with a course of headers every fifth, sixth, or seventh course.

See stretching bond.
common wall See wall, common.
communal amenity area  See Outdoor space terms.

composter An outdoor plastic or wood container with air holes, spaces or

(composteur, m., louvres used to promote the natural decay of organic materials
bac de compostage, m.,

. such as non-meat kitchen and garden waste. The resulting
compostiére, f.)

composted materials may be used to supplement the nutrients
in lawns and gardens.
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compression
web member

concealed condensation

See Truss terms.

Condensation occurring inside an exterior wall or roof.

(condensation dissimulée, f)  Also referred to as interstitial condensation.

Concrete terms (béton, m., terminologie)

aerated concrete
(béton aéré, m.)

air-entrained concrete
(béton & air occlus, m.)

cellular concrete
(béton cellulaire, m.)

concrete
(béton, m.)

concrete block
(bloc de béton, m.)

concrete footing
(semelle de béton, f.)

concrete formwork
(coffrage a béton, m.)

concrete foundation
(fondations en béton, f. pl.)

curing
(cure du béton, f.)

plain (unreinforced)
concrete

(béton non armé, m.,
béton ordinaire, m.)

A lightweight concrete containing minute air-filled voids which
account for a large part of its volume. It transmits less sound and
heat than ordinary concrete. Also called cellular concrete.

Concrete into which an admixture has been introduced to form
minute air bubbles that improve freeze-thaw performance.

See aerated concrete.

A carefully proportioned mixture of cement, coarse and
fine aggregates and water.

A formed, modular, building product made from cement,
fine aggregates and sand and commonly assembled for structural,
infill and foundation walls.

A widened and thickened concrete base run continuously under
foundation walls, or placed under a pier or column, to transfer
and distribute structural loads to the ground.

Wood or metal panels, or fabric material, in which concrete is
placed and allowed to set to make foundations, footings, walls,
piers or other parts of structures. Also called formwork.

A concrete structure that supports a building by transferring and
distributing live and dead loads to the supporting soil or rock.

The maintenance of proper temperature and moisture conditions
to promote the continued chemical reaction required to fully
develop strength and other characteristics of concrete.

Concrete without reinforcement.
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ICF
(CL coffrage isolant, m.)

reinforced concrete
(béton armé, m.)

screed
(régle a araser, f.)

SIPS

(panneaux structuraux
isolés, m.)

slump
(affaissement, m.)

condensation
(condensation, f.)

conditioned space
(espace conditionné, m.)

condensing furnace
condominium
conductivity
(conductivité, f [1]
conductibilité, f [2])
conductor

conduit, electrical

conifer, coniferous tree

(conifére, m.)
connector, box
connector, wire

construction heater

Abbreviation for Insulated Concrete Form. Modular formwork
(e.g., blocks or panels), consisting of parallel rigid polystyrene
insulation faces held apart by metal or plastic spacers, that is
assembled together and filled with concrete to form above and
below grade walls.

Concrete to which tensile bearing materials such as steel rods
or mesh are added for tensile strength and commonly used for
concrete floors, columns and beams.

A wood or aluminum device used to level and smooth concrete
to the correct elevation during placement.

Abbreviation for Structural Insulated Panel System. A structural
wall or roof panel consisting of parallel wood sheathing or facing
material bonded to an insulation core.

A measure of the hardness and consistency of freshly mixed
concrete based on on-site testing using a standard slump cone.

The transformation of the vapour content of the air into water
on cold surfaces.

Any heated or cooled area of a building located within the
building envelope.

See Heating and cooling terms.
See Housing types.

(1) The rate at which heat is transmitted through a material.
(2) The ability of a material to transmit electricity.

See Electrical terms.
See Electrical terms.

A resinous tree with cone-like fruits and needle-like or scaly
leaves; generally evergreen with a few deciduous exceptions.

See Electrical terms.
See Electrical terms.

See Heating and cooling terms.
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Construction types (constructions mlf, types)

adobe
(construction en adobe, f.)

block

(construction en blocs, f)

brick

(construction en briques, f.)

brick veneer
(construction a placage

de brique, )

double shell house
(maison & double paroi, f.)

double-wall
(construction a double
ossature, f-)

factory-built housing
(maison préfabriquée, f.,

maison usinée, f.)

fire-resistive
(résistant au feu, v.)

insulated concrete
form (ICF)
(coffrage isolant, m.)

manufactured
(construction usinée, |-

A type of construction in which the exterior walls are built
of blocks that are made of soil mixed with straw and hardened
in the sun.

A type of construction in which the walls are made of concrete
block or structural clay tile.

A type of construction in which exterior load bearing walls are
made of brick or a combination of brick and other unit masonry.

A type of construction comprised of a single width of exterior,
non-load bearing brick that is supported by a wood-frame,
steel-frame, concrete or unit masonry back-up wall system.

A type of construction wherein an interior building envelope is
built within an exterior building envelope with a space provided
between the interior and exterior envelopes for air circulation.
On the south-side of the house, the space may form an atrium.

A type of construction wherein an interior frame wall assembly
is constructed adjacent to an exterior frame wall assembly.
Double-wall systems are typically used to achieve a greater
depth of insulation to provide higher thermal resistance to heat
losses and gains. Generally, only one of the walls is load-bearing.

A type of construction where houses, or sections of houses,
are constructed in a factory and then transported to the site
for final assembly. Also referred to as “prefabricated”.

Floors, walls, roof, etc. constructed of slow-burning or
non-combustible materials recognized by building codes or
local regulations to withstand collapse by fire for a stated period
of time.

A type of construction that uses modular formwork (e.g. blocks
or panels), consisting of parallel rigid polystyrene insulation faces
held apart by metal or plastic spacers, that is assembled together
and filled with concrete to form above and below grade walls.

A type of construction where a house is constructed in one or
more sections with permanent metal chassis (used to support
the house during transport and on site) and is completed on
site with or without a permanent foundation.
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modular

(construction modulaire, f.)

monolithic concrete
(construction en béton

monolithe, f.)

non-combustible
construction
(construction

incombustible, f.)

panelized
(construction en

panneaux, f.)

plank framing
post-and-beam framing

prefabricated
(construction

préfabriquée, f)

steel-frame
(construction a ossature

dacier, [.)

wood-frame
(construction a ossature

de bois, f.)

contamination
(contamination, f)

continuous caulking
(cordon de mastic
continu, m.)

contour interval
(équidistance des courbes

de niveau, f.)

contour line
(courbe de niveau, f,)

A type of construction where a house is manufactured in one
or more sections in a factory for installation on a permanent
foundation on site.

A type of construction or process in which the concrete for the
wall, floor, beams, etc. is poured in one continuous operation.

Type of construction in which a degree of fire safety is attained
by the use of non-combustible materials for structural members
and other building assemblies.

A type of construction where a house is constructed in a factory
and shipped to the building site in the form of wall, floor and
roof panels for assembly on a permanent foundation.

See Wood framing.
See Wood framing.

A type of construction designed to involve a minimum of
assembly at the site, usually comprising a series of large wood
panels or precast concrete units manufactured in a plant.

A type of construction using small, repetitive members in
which the structural parts are of steel or dependent on a steel
frame for support.

A type of construction using small, repetitive members in which
the predominant structural parts are of wood or are dependent
upon a wood frame for support. See Wood framing.

Impurities in air, water or soil that may constitute a health
hazard, or unintended elements in a material (such as concrete)
that may alter its performance or appearance.

The application of caulking as a single bead with no joints

and breaks.

The difference in elevation between two adjacent contour lines.

A plotted line on a map or plan that joins points of equal
altitude or elevation. Also called contour.
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contract limit line
(limite des travaux, f.)

contractor
(entrepreneur, m.)

control joint
control mat

(tapis de porte

automatique, m.)

controlled ventilation

convection
(convection, f)

convector
convenience outlet
cook stove
(poéle-cuisiniére, m.)
co-operative
coping

(chaperon, m. [1];

assemblage & contre-profil,

m. [2])

corbel (masonry)
(encorbellement, m.)

A line on a plan, section or elevation establishing the legal limit
of the area inside which construction work is to occur.

A person or company hired for a particular job. In construction,
a contractor may be hired to construct all elements of a building
(general contractor), but sub-contract other contractors
(subcontractors) such as electricians and plumbers, to complete
specific work.

See Joint terms.

A fabric or plastic pad with enclosed wiring that is placed on the
floor or sidewalk inside and outside an automatic door which,
when stepped upon, opens the automatic door.

See Ventilation terms.

The transport of heat by movement due to the rising of a gas
or liquid when heated and the falling of the gas or liquid when
cooled. Certain types of heating systems, such as baseboard
heaters, rely on convection for the distribution of heat. Heat
may be transported passively by gas or liquid motion that is
independent of the heat (forced convection), or heat itself

can cause gas or liquid motion by buoyancy and expansion
(natural convection).

See Heating and cooling terms.
See Electrical terms.

A wood-burning appliance used for cooking. Some cook stoves
are also capable of warming several rooms of a house and
generating hot water.

See Housing types.

(1) A covering at the top of a wall exposed to the weather and
designed to shed water.

(2) A saw cut at the junction of two pieces of trim that meet at
an angle.

A horizontal projection on the face of a wall formed by one or
more courses of masonry, each projecting over the course below.
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core
(@me, f. [1]; noyau, m. [2];
alvéole, 1. [3])

corner bead
(baguette d'angle, 1)

corner board
(boiserie corniére, f.)

cornerite
(Cornerite, f. [appellation
brevetée])

cornice
(corniche, [.)

corrugated steel
(tole d'acier ondulée, f)

counter
counter-balanced
garage door
(porte de garage &
contrepoids, 1)

counter brace

counterflashing
(contre-solin, m.)

countersink
(fraisage, m.)

course

(assise, [)

(1) The base for veneer or the piece or pieces between
the surface layers.

(2) The piece remaining after the log has been cut into
veneer by the rotary process.

(3) Preformed voids in unit masonry.

In plastering, a metal strip placed on external corners before
plastering to protect, align and reinforce the plaster finish.
In gypsum board finishing (drywalling), a strip of metal or
wood fixed to protect external corners from damage.

A built-up wood member installed vertically on the external
corners of a house or other frame structure against which the
ends of the siding are butted.

Metal lath cut into strips and bent to a right angle and used in
internal angles of plastered walls and ceilings as reinforcing.

An often ornamental, molded or formed, horizontal projection
at the top of walls and columns. Cornices complete and finish
the appearance of walls and columns and can also protect
surfaces below from precipitation.

Sheet steel formed with parallel ridges to increase stiffness; used
as a roof and wall covering and for other building purposes.

See Truss terms.

A garage door designed to open easily by means of a weight or
a spring to counter-balance the weight of the door.

See Truss terms.

A flashing applied above another flashing to shed water over
the top of the lower flashing and allow differential movement
without damage to the flashing.

To make a cavity for the reception of a metal plate or the head
of a screw or bolt so that it does not project beyond the face of
the work.

A continuous layer of bricks or masonry units in buildings; the
term is also applicable to shingles.
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court

(cour, f.)

coved ceiling

cowl
(abat-vent, m.)

crawl space
(vide sanitaire, m.)

creosote

(créosote, )

cricket
(dos d'dne, m., besace, f.)

cross band

(pli transversal, m.,
contre-placage, m. [1];
contre plaquer, v. [2])

cross-bridging
cross connection
cross grain

cross ventilation
(ventilation transversale, )

crown moulding
(moulure de
couronnement, )

crushed stone
(pierre concassée, f.)

An open, unoccupied area, surrounded by buildings or walls
on at least three sides with the fourth side partially or totally
open to a street, yard or abutting property, designed primarily
for the provision of light and air or to serve as the entrance to

a building.
See Ceiling terms.

A cover, frequently louvered and either fixed or revolving,
fitted to the top of a flue or vent to reduce down-draft.

A low-clearance space between the lowest occupied floor of a
house and the ground or slab-on-ground beneath.

(1) An oily liquid distilled from wood or coal tar used as a wood
preservative.

(2) Unburned or partially unburned hydrocarbons which are
by-products of wood combustion.

A small roof structure at the junction of a chimney or other
vertical structure and a roof to divert rainwater around the
chimney. See chimney saddle.

(1) The layers of veneer at right angles to tile face plies.
(2) To place layers of wood with their grains at right angles to
minimize warping,.

See Wood framing.
See Plumbing terms.
See Lumber terms.

The provision of air supply and exhaust points at opposite
sides of a room or space. Natural ventilation through a room
or space by way of open doors, windows or gratings where the
air flow mainly results from wind and stack pressure effects on

the building.

A decorative moulding used where a wall meets the ceiling.

The angular pieces resulting from the mechanical crushing of
stone. Not to be confused with gravel, which occurs naturally
and usually has rounded surfaces.
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cul-de-sac
(cul-de-sac, m.)

culvert
cupping
curb

(costiére, f. [1];
bordure, [ [2])

curb box
curb, lowered
(bordure abaissée, [,

bateau, m.)

curb, rolled
(bordure franchissable, f)

curing (of concrete)
current

curtain wall
(mur-rideau, m.)

cut
(déblai, m. [1]; coupe, f.,
trait de scie, m. [2])

cut and fill
(déblai et remblai, m.)

cut nail

DDC (CND)
(commande numérique

directe, f.)

A short street or passageway open at one end only; also called a

dead end.
See Site drainage terms.
See Lumber.

(1) A low structure or assembly used to define and retain the
edge of a roof.

(2) A continuous, low, narrow strip of concrete used to define
the limits of roadways, parking lots, walkways or other areas.

See Plumbing terms.

A section of curb which is lowered in order to bring the level of
the curb close to the level of the roadway in order to ease passage.

A curb which is tapered to one side to permit the free passage of
wheeled vehicles. Also called mountable curb.

See Concrete terms.
See Electrical terms.

A thin wall whose weight is carried directly by the structural
frame of the building and which supports no vertical load other
than its own weight.

(1) The volume of earth that is removed by excavation.
(2) An opening in a material made by a blade (saw cut) or other
sharp instrument.

The process of changing the land surface by excavating part of
an area and using the resulting material to fill adjacent areas.

See fill.

Abbreviation for direct digital control. An approach to home
automation that relies on dedicated wiring to receive analogue or

See Nalil types.

digital signals and communicate messages to selected appliances,
systems, equipment and fixtures.
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dado
(engravure, ., rainure, f-)

damper

dampproof course
(complexe d’étanchéité, m.)

dampproofing
(protection des fondations
contre Uhumidité, f. [1];
membrane d’étanchéité,

f£2)

darby float
(lisseuse, f.)

datum
(repére de hauteur, m.)

datum line
(ligne de repere de
hauteur, )

dead bolt

(serrure a péne dormant, 1)

dead load
(charge permanente, f.)

deadman
(piece d ancrage enfouie, f.)

decay fungi
(champignon de la carie,
m., champignon
décomposeur, m.)

A rectangular groove in a board or plank.

See Heating and cooling terms.

A water-resistant material placed just above the ground level in a
brick or stone wall to prevent ground moisture from wicking up
the wall assembly.

(1) The act of covering the exterior or interior of a foundation
wall with a protective material that resists the passage of
moisture. Dampproofing may also include the installation
of a moisture resistant material, such as sheet polyethylene,
prior to pouring a basement floor slab and/or footings.

(2) Dampproofing can also refer to a material used to resist the
passage of moisture into or through building elements such
as concrete floor slabs, footings and foundation walls or to
prevent moisture from transferring from one material to
another such as masonry or concrete to wood.

A hand float or trowel used by concrete finishers and plasterers
in preliminary floating and levelling operations. Also called a

derby flicker.

A reference point from which elevations and measurements
are taken.

In surveying, the base line from which all lines or levels
are taken.

A security lock installed on a door that has a bolt that can only
be moved into position by the turning of a knob or key rather
than the action of a spring.

The weight of all permanent structural and non-structural
components of a building.

A piece of metal, concrete, or wood buried in the ground and
used as an anchoring device.

Microbiological organisms that attack wood, including wood
in buildings, as a source of nutrient.

Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation



decentralized
wastewater system

deciduous
(a feuilles cadugques,
loc. adj.)

deck
(plate-forme, f., terrasse, f.)

deck roof

defect

deflection

(fleche, f)

deformation

(déformation, f.)

deformed bar
(barre & haute adhérence, )

degree day
degree-day index

(indice des degrés-jours, m.)

dehumidifier
(déshumidificateur, m.)

dehumidify
(déshumidifier, v.)

delayed action
solenoid valve

demising wall
(mur miroyen, m.)

See Water re-use and recycling terms.

Woody plants or trees that lose their leaves each year.

An elevated, framed, platform, typically attached to the
first storey of a dwelling, that may be of sufficient size to
accommodate seating, tables, planter boxes and other
outdoor amenities.

See Roof types

An imperfection, lack or deficiency in a material, equipment
or system that causes inadequacy or failure in terms of form
or function.

The displacement of a structural element, such as a post, beam
or lintel, under an applied load and/or its own weight.

Alteration in form that a structure undergoes when subjected to
a weight or load.

A reinforcing bar made with surface irregularities, as transverse
ridges, to improve the bond between the rod and surrounding
concrete in which it is embedded.

See Heating and cooling terms.

A measure of how relatively hot (or cold) a year was when
compared with the heating (cooling) degree-day average.
See Heating and cooling terms.

An appliance designed to remove water vapour or moisture
content from the air.

To reduce the quantity of water vapour or moisture content in
the air of a room.

See Heating and cooling terms.

The partition wall that separates one suite from another or from
the building’s common areas.
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densification

(densification, )

densified pellet
(granulé, m.)

depressurization
(dépressurisation, f)

desiccant

(siccatif, m.)

design heat loss
de-superheater
detached house

dew point
(point de rosée, m.)

diagonal ties
(e e'charpe, f, contreventement

diagonal, m.)

diaphragm
(diaphragme, m.)

dielectric coupling
diffuser

diffusion
(water-vapour diffusion)

(diffusion de vapeur, f.)

An urban planning and development strategy that increases the
number of people or residential units within established urban
areas. Densification is achieved through planning practices
that permit and encourage secondary suites, laneway housing,
mixed-use buildings, infill housing and the redevelopment of
urban areas requiring renewal.

A pellet made of dried ground wood or other biomass waste and
used as a fuel in a wood-burning appliance. See pellet stove.

The condition of a house or part of a house when the air pressure
inside is less than the outdoor air pressure, and commonly caused
by kitchen and bathroom exhaust fans, clothes dryers, cook top
fans and other exhaust appliances.

A hygroscopic substance that removes moisture from air or
materials in its vicinity.

See Heating and cooling terms.
See Plumbing terms.
See Housing types.

The temperature at which a given air/water vapour mixture
is saturated with water vapour (that is, 100 per cent relative
humidity). If air is in contact with a surface below this
temperature, condensation will form on the surface.

Structural elements (e.g., metal or wood strapping, planking,
blocking, rods) which when affixed diagonally to and
continuously across individual members that form roof trusses,
framed walls, framed floors, etc., serve to brace the assembly
against deformation.

See Wood Framing terms.

See Plumbing terms.
See Ventilation terms.

The movement of water vapour through materials (including air)
as a result of a difference in vapour pressure. It is independent of
air movement.
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dilution air
dimension stock
dinette

dining room

dip

direct current

direct diversion system

direct solar gain
(gain solaire direct, m.,
apport solaire direct, m.)

direct load control
(régulation directe, f.)

direct siphonage
direct vent appliance
disability

distributed load
(charge répartie, f.)

distribution box
distribution pipe
domestic hot water/
water heater/service

water heater

domestic hot water
recirculating system

See Heating and cooling terms.

See Lumber terms.

See House rooms.

See House rooms.

See Plumbing terms.

See Electrical terms.

See Water re-use and recycling terms.

Refers to the increase in temperature that occurs when solar
thermal energy enters a building through windows where it heats
interior spaces and is absorbed by floors, walls or other thermal
mass features. A type of solar space heating strategy that receives,
captures, stores and re-emits solar energy all within the same
space served.

The control of power to a non-essential residential appliance

in order to divert power to essential appliances. For example,
remotely turning off a swimming pool heater by a utility
company when power is needed elsewhere. Direct load control
can be achieved through the use of simple timers or sophisticated
two-way communications systems.

See Plumbing terms.
See Heating and cooling terms.
See Flexible Housing terms.

A load spread over an entire surface or along the length
of a beam.

See Electrical terms.
See Plumbing terms.

See Plumbing terms.

See Plumbing terms.
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door casing

(encadrement de porte, m.)

door jamb

(chambranle de porte, m.)

door sill
(seuil de porte, m.)

door stop
(butoir de porte, m., [1];
arrét de porte, m. [2])

dormer

(lucarne, f.)

dormer window
double glazing
double header
double-hung window
double shell house
double-wall flue pipe
dovetailing

dowel

(goujon, m.)
downdraft
downsizing

downspout
(descente pluviale, f.)

draft

The material, with or without ornamental profiles and features,
used to cover and finish the gap between a door frame and rough
wall opening.

Sides of a frame set in a wall or partition on which a door
is hung.

A horizontal member forming the bottom of an outside door
frame over which the door closes.

(1) A device fitted to a door, or on the floor or wall near a door,
to hold it open as far as may be required, or to prevent the
door from being opened beyond a certain amount.

(2) The strip against which a door closes on the face of a door
frame.

A structure that projects from a sloping roof, usually provided
to admit light or to add useable space under the roof. Could be
a decorative feature.

See Window terms.

See Window terms.

See Wood framing.

See Window terms.

See Construction types.
See Chimney types.

See Joint terms.

A wood or metal pin used to hold or strengthen two pieces of
wood where they join; a pin or tenon fitting into a corresponding
hole serving to fasten two pieces of wood together.

See Chimney terms.
See Heating and cooling terms.

A conduit which carries water from an eavestrough to the ground
or storm drainage system.

See Chimney terms.
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draft hood
draft regulator

draft stop

(coupe-feu, m.)
drain
drainage piping

drainage swale
(rigole de drainage, f)

drainage system
drainage tile
(drain, m., tuyau de

drainage, m.)

drain water heat
recovery (DWHR)

dress

dressing
(équarrissage, m.)

drier

drip edge

(larmier, m.)
drip leg

drip mould

(rejétean, m.)

drip notch
(coupe-larme, m.)

See Heating and cooling terms.
See Chimney terms.

An obstruction placed in a concealed space to block the passage
of air upwards or across a building.

See Plumbing terms.
See Plumbing terms.

A linear, depressed, landscape feature that captures, infiltrates
and conveys stormwater. Swales are planted, often grassed and
the depression is wider than it is deep, making them more subtle
and attractive stormwater management strategies than ditches.

See Plumbing terms.

Pipe laid in gravel around the footings of a building to drain
subsurface water away from the foundation walls.

See Plumbing terms.

See Lumber terms.

The operation of squaring or smoothing stones or lumber for
building purposes.

See Paint terms.

A projecting metal, plastic, masonry or concrete edge, causing a
liquid (such as water) to break contact from a surface and fall.

See Plumbing terms: relief pipe.

A projecting moulding arranged to divert rainwater from

the face of a wall.

A groove set into the underside of a horizontal projecting
element, such as a window sill or balcony slab, that prevents rain
or melt water that flows over the projection from adhering to and
flowing over its underside. Drip notches help divert precipitation
that would otherwise accumulate under projecting elements or
drain down the surface of, or into, the building envelope.
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driveway
dropped ceiling

drop siding
(bardage & mi-bois, m.)

dry bulb temperature

(température du
thermometre sec, f.)

dry kiln

dry rot
(pourriture séche, f.)

dry-stone wall
(mur de pierres séches, m.)

drywall
(plague de plitre, f)

drywall compound
(péte & jointoyer, f.,
ciment & joints, m.,
composé a joints, m.)
drywall finish
(revétement en plaques
de plitre, m.)

dry well

dual flush toilet
(toilette & double chasse, f.)

dual piping/
distribution system

dual plumbing system
dual venting
duct

ductless furnace

See Outdoor structure.

See Ceiling terms.

Cladding that is rabbeted and overlapped.

The temperature of air. This is the usual temperature to which
people refer, but the term is used to distinguish it from “wet
bulb temperature” which is measured using a thermometer with

a wetted bulb. Comparing the dry and wet bulb temperatures
allows calculation of the relative humidity.

See kiln.

Decay of timber due to the attack of certain fungi.

A wall made of stone laid without mortar. Dry-stone walls are
usually used as low retaining walls.

Gypsum board that is used as a finish material on interior walls
and ceilings.

A type of plaster used to fill and finish the joints between sheets
of drywall.

Interior wall and ceiling finish using gypsum board, joint
compound and accessories.

See Plumbing terms.

A water efficient toilet equipped to provide a high volume flush
for solid waste and a lower volume flush for fluid waste.

See Water re-use and recycling terms.

See Water re-use and recycling terms.
See Plumbing terms.
See Heating and cooling terms.

See Heating and cooling terms.
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duct tape

duct sealant

duplex

dwarf wall or partition

dwelling, multiple
(collectif d’habitation, m.,
logement collectif; m.)

dwelling unit
(logement, m., unité, f.)

ECM
(MCE)

EF
(FE)

ELA
(SFE)

EMC
(EH)

EMCS

(SCSCE, Systeme de
commande et de

surveillance de la
consommation d énergie, m.)

ER
(RE)

ESCO
(pas d’équivalent
en frangais)

earthwork
(terrassement, m.)

See Heating and cooling terms.
See Heating and cooling terms.
See Housing types.

See partition.

A building or part of a building designed for residential occupancy
and consisting of more than two units. Multiple dwellings
include triplex, row and group houses, stacked townhouses,

and apartment buildings.

A suite operated as a housekeeping unit, designed for use as a
domicile by one or more persons and usually containing cooking,
eating, living, sleeping and sanitary facilities.

See Heating and cooling terms: electronically commutated motor
See Heating and cooling terms: energy factor

Abbreviation for equivalent leakage area.

See Lumber terms: equilibrium moisture content.

Abbreviation for Energy Management Control System. A system
that controls humidity, air quality, temperature setting and
energy to optimize energy use and occupant safety.

See Window terms: Energy rating

Abbreviation for Energy service company.

The moving of surface materials to create a change of landform
during site construction.
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easement
(servitude, f.)

eave
(débord de toit, m.)

eave soffit
(sous-face de débord
de toit, f.)

eavestrough
(gouttiere, f-)

edge grain
edge sawn
edge nailing
(clouage en biais

a la rive, m.)

edging
(bordure, f)

effective length

efflorescence
(efflorescence, f.)

egress

(sortie, f.)
electric boiler
electric furnace

electric ignition

See right-of-way.

An established entitlement that one property owner (or more)
may have over the real property of another property owner.
Often refers to a right-of-way easement provided over the land
held by one property owner to access the land of a neighbouring
owner. May also apply to a right to a view, a right to solar access
or the right to run services across a neighbouring property.

The part of a roof that projects beyond the face of a wall.

The underside of an eave.

A trough fixed to an eave to collect and carry away the
runoff from the roof. Also called gutter.

See Lumber terms.
See Lumber terms.

Nailing lumber through its edge so that the nails are not visible
on a floor or other finished surface.

A linear barrier, often of paving stone, between two surface
materials; commonly used between a lawn and gravel.

See Ventilation terms.

A white, powdery deposit of soluble salts carried to the surface of
brick, concrete, or mortar by moisture. The salts are left behind
as the moisture evaporates resulting in the characteristic irregular
white patterns on the surface of the material affected.

An outlet; a place of exit. See Means of egress.

See Heating and cooling terms.
See Heating and cooling terms.

See Heating and cooling terms.
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Electrical terms (électricité, f., terminologie)

airtight electrical box
(coffret électrique éranche
a lair, m.)

alternating current,AC
(courant alternatif, m.

[c. a.])

ampacity
(courant admissible, m.)

ampere
(ampere, m.)

ballast
(ballast, m.)

branch circuit
(circuit de dérivation, m.)

breaker panel
(panneau de
disjoncteurs, m.)

cable
(chble, m.)

cable, armoured
(chble armé, m.)

ceiling outlet
(sortie électrique

au plafond, f.)

circuit
(circuit, m.)

An approved electrical box designed to act as part of an air
barrier system. Typically plastic with features that form an
airtight seal around wires entering and leaving the box and with
a flange to which the air barrier on the surrounding wall or
ceiling can be sealed.

Electricity current that constantly changes direction at a fixed
rate. Household electricity service, appliances and equipment
are commonly AC-based.

The current-carrying capacity of electric conductors
expressed in amperes.

The unit of electrical current equivalent to the steady current
produced by one volt applied across a resistance of one ohm.

A device used with a fluorescent-type lamp to provide the
necessary starting and operating electric conditions.

The circuit conductors running between the final overcurrent
devices (fuses and circuit breakers) protecting the circuit and the
outlets and fixtures.

An electrical box that distributes electric power to each branch
circuit (each plug and switch) and provides overload protection
by means of circuit breakers.

A bundle of insulated wire to carry an electrical current.
Insulated wire with additional flexible metallic protective
sheathing. Often referred to as BX cable.

An electric outlet for a ceiling lighting fixture or ceiling fan.

Continuous conducting path or wire through which electrical
current flows.
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circuit breaker
(disjonctenr, m.)

coaxial cable
(cable coaxial, m.)

conductor
(conducteur, m.)

conduit, electrical
(conduit électrique, m.)

connector, box
(connecteur de boite, m.)

connector, wire
(connecteur de fils, m.)

convenience outlet

(prise confort, f.)

current
(courant, m.)

direct current, DC
(courant continu, m. c.c.)

disconnect

distribution box
(boite de distribution, f.)

An electromechanical device designed to open (break) a current-
carrying circuit, under overload or short circuit conditions,
without injury to the device; serves the same purpose as a fuse,
that is, to prevent overheating in a circuit through overloading.
Unlike a fuse, a circuit breaker can be reset rather than need to
be replaced.

A specially constructed single or multi-conductor cable which
shields signals or data carried in the cable from electrostatic
fields. Commonly used for cable television connections and
has other applications in home automation systems.

A wire, cable or other form of metal of low resistance, capable
of conducting or transmitting electrical current from one piece
of electrical equipment to another, or to ground.

A protective pipe-like covering for electrical wiring.
A device for securing a cable by its sheath or armour at the point
it enters an enclosure such as an outlet box.

A device that connects two or more conductors, or connects one
or more conductors to a terminal point to join electrical circuits.

An outlet for portable equipment such as lamps or electrically
operated equipment.

A flow of electricity.

Electric current that moves in one direction only. Boats, cars
commonly use DC electrical systems. Solar photovoltaic (PV)
systems generate DC electricity that must be converted to AC
by way of an inverter before it is usable at the household level
or before it can be delivered to the electricity grid.

See Electrical terms: main switch.

A protected housing which serves as the transition point between
the service entrance and the distribution circuits and contains the
overcurrent devices (fuses or breakers) that protect each circuit.
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electrical outlet and Foam gaskets designed to fit behind the cover plates of electrical
lighting gaskets receptacles, switches and lighting mounts to reduce air leakage
(joint d étanchéité
pour prises et lampes
électriques, m.)

into or out of walls and attics.

electrolysis An electrochemical reaction between two dissimilar metals, such
(électrolyse, ) as copper and galvanized steel, causing corrosion of a joint where
the two materials are in contact with each other.

electromagnetic Radiation produced by the electromagnetic field (EMF)
radiation generated artificially by electric currents and naturally by the
(,”Zd"‘”i”” » earth (emanating from the ground).

électromagnérique, f.)

Electronically See Heating and cooling terms

Commutated Motor

(ECM)

electrostatic air filtration The use of electronic air cleaners or plastic fibres to clean air by

(filtration d'air attracting particles with an electric charge.
électrostatique, f.)

feeder A conductor that transmits electrical energy from a service
(artere, f.) supply, transformer, switchboard, distribution centre, generator
or other source to branch circuit overcurrent devices.

fuse A device capable of automatically opening an electric circuit
(fusible, m.) under predetermined overload or short-circuit conditions by
fusing or melting; an overcurrent device.

fuse rejecter A plastic disc that fits into the base of a fuse socket that prevents
(rondelle de rejet, f.) the installation of a fuse of higher amperage than was planned
for the circuit.

ground A conducting body, such as the earth, or an electric circuit
(terre, f.) connected to the earth.

ground electrode A heavy conductor or network of conductors, usually buried
(électrode de terre, f) in the earth, to provide a conducting connection between an

electrical circuit or equipment and earth.

ground fault circuit A device designed to interrupt, almost instantaneously, an

interrupter accidental connection between a live part of an electrical

(digjoncteur différentiel, m.) system and ground (a short circuit or a shock) when the current
exceeds a very small predetermined value. This device reacts to
a dangerous situation before a fuse or circuit breaker, and before
a person can be harmed by the shock.
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grounding system
(installation de mise

a la terre, )

hot bar
(barre collectrice

thermique, f.)

hot line (wire)
(fil sous tension, m.)

impedance
(impédance, f-)

insulate
(isoler, v.)

insulation, electrical
(isolant élecrrique, m.)

inverter
(onduleur, m.)

jump wire
(cable de liaison, m.)

kilowatt hour
(kilowatt-heure, m.)

knob-and-tube wiring
(filerie bouton et tube , f.)

load miser
(contréleur de charge, m.)

All conductors, clamps, ground clips, ground plates or
pipes and ground electrodes by which the electrical installation
is grounded.

A metallic bar located in the distribution box that serves as a
transition between the power-carrying service line and the fuse
or circuit rake.

A power-carrying wire, usually black or red; an extension of the
input power lines from the utility. A hot line is protected by a
fuse or circuit breaker.

A measure of the degree to which an electrical component
resists the flow of electrical current if a given voltage is applied
(measured in ohms).

To separate from other conducting surfaces by a material or air
space that resists the passage of current.

Non-conducting covering applied to wire or equipment to
prevent short circuiting.

A device for converting direct current to alternating current
for use in a home electrical system. Direct current is usually in
the form of electrical energy available from an alternate energy
source, such as wind generator or solar photovoltaic panel, or
from a battery storage system.

A grounding wire that bridges the water meter to the ground
electrode of street-side plumbing when the electrical system has
been grounded to the house side of the plumbing system.

A unit of measurement of the consumption of electric energy
over a fixed period of time specifically, the use of 1,000 watts for
1 hour. (Metric replacement of kWh is MJ. 1kWh=3.6 M].)

Very old wiring with single wires strung between porcelain
knobs and through porcelain tubes.

An overload device that allows two demand loads on one set of
fuses; usually used where the service is not of adequate size to
supply two large loads simultaneously.
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low melting point fuse
(fusible & bas point de
fusion, m.)

lumen, Im
(lumen, lm, m.)

main switch
(interrupteur général, m.)

meter
(compteur, m.)

meter socket
(socle du compteur, m.)

net meter
(compteur & facturation
nette, m.)

neutral block
(barre collectrice neutre, f.)

ohm
(ohm, m.)

outlet
(prise de courant, f.)

overload device
(dispositif de protection

contre les surcharges, m.)

overloading
(surcharge, )

panel schedule
(diagramme, m.)

A fuse designed to blow, due to heat build-up, in addition to
excessive current flow. Therefore, these fuses can trip when less
than their rated current is flowing if sufficient heat is generated.

Also called a Type P fuse.

A unit of measurement for the amount of light emitted from a
light source.

A two-pole switch capable of cutting off all the electricity in a
system. It is installed between the meter and distribution box,
or ahead of the meter.

A device used for recording consumption of electricity.

The socket that contains the electrical connections on both sides
of the meter and into which the meter is installed.

A meter which records the balance of the flow of electricity to
the house from the supply grid and from the house back to the

supply grid.

A metallic block of wire connectors located within the
distribution box that serves as a transition between the service
entrance neutral wire and the white return wires of the
distribution system.

A unit of electrical resistance defined as the resistance between
two points of a conductor when a constant application of one
volt produces a current of one ampere.

A device on the wiring system at which current is taken to
supply fixtures or appliances.

Any device affording protection from excess current, but not
necessarily short-circuit protection, and capable of automatically
opening an electric circuit either by fusing of metal or by
electromechanical means. See fuse, breaker.

The surcharge of a circuit beyond the capacity of its conductors.
A diagram of the arrangement of fuses or breakers, identifying

each circuit; usually found on the door to the panel where the
circuit breakers or fuses are kept.
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panelboard
(panneau de
distribution, m.)

pigtail
(queue de cochon, f.)

power
(puissance, [.)

power circuit
(circuit de puissance, m.)

receptacle
(prise de courant, f.)

resistance
rocker switch
(commutateur a

berceau, m.)

safety switch

(interrupteur de sécurité, m.)

service box
(boite de branchement, m.)

service entrance panel

service head
(téte de branchement, f.)

service line
(branchement, m.)

service mast
(mat de service, m.)

short circuit
(court-circuit, m.)

special purpose outlet
(prise de courant & usage

particulier, )

A centre for controlling a number of circuits by means of
fuses or circuit breakers, usually contained in a metal cabinet.
Switches are sometimes added to control each circuit.

A short length of electrical wire.
The amount of energy expended or produced in a given time;
measured in watts.

A circuit transmitting electric energy to a motor or to a heating
unit too large to be served by an ordinary circuit.

A contact device installed at the outlet into which electric cords
can be plugged.

See Electrical terms: impedance.

An electrical switch operated by touching the top or bottom
of the control plate.

A fused interrupter that will cut off all electricity to
a major appliance.

A metal box or cabinet that can be locked or sealed and is used
to house fuses or circuit breakers.

See service box.

A weatherproof device through which the service lines enter
the service mast or conduit.

The incoming power line to the distribution box.
A conduit extension used to raise the service head to a height
adequate to assure proper clearance for overhead service lines.

An accidental connection of two sides of a circuit through which
nearly all the current will flow. Also called a short.

An outlet used for purposes other than ordinary lighting and
power, usually fused separately. Most commonly used for ranges
or clothes dryers.
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stress strap A clamp that holds an electrical cable firmly to an appliance to

(courroie de sécurité, f.) prevent any chance of the connector being pulled out under stress.
switch A device for making, breaking or changing connections in
(interrupteur, m.) & Eraii,

three-way switch A switch designed to operate in conjunction with a similar

(interrupteur tripolaire, m.)  switch to control one outlet or light fixture from either of two
points. Commonly used at opposite ends of stairs and hallways.

time delay fuse An overcurrent device that allows a large surge current for a
(f”f"b[f temporisé, m. short period of time but will open (break the circuit) if current
Jusible de type D, m.) demand is over its predetermined smaller rating on a continuous
basis; used primarily to protect electric motor circuits, large

appliances and stationary power tools. Also called a Type D fuse.

transfer switch A switch (usually automatic) which transfers household circuits

(commutateur de transfert  from utility power to emergency generator or other, alternate
automatique, m.)

power supply.
transformer A device for changing the voltage characteristics of a
(transformateur, m.) current supply.
Type D fuse See time delay fuse.
Type P fuse See low melting point fuse.
volt A unit of electromotive force (that is, the force that tends to
(volt, m.) cause movement of electricity around an electric circuit) or

potential difference; equal to the electromagnetic field that
causes a current of one ampere to flow through a conductor
with a resistance of one ohm.

voltage The measure of the difference in electrical energy between
(tension, m.) two points.

watt A unit of measurement of electric power; the energy expended
(watt, m.) per second by an electric current of one ampere flowing through

a conductor the ends of which are maintained at a potential
difference of one volt.

wire nut A plastic device used to connect conducting wires in junction
(capuchon de connexion, m.) hoxes and outlets.
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electronically-
commutated motor
(ECM)

elevation
(élévation, f.)

elevator
(ascenseur, m.)

enamel

enclosed stairway
end grain

end matched

end thrust
(poussée dextrémité, f.)

See Heating and cooling terms.

(1) The vertical distance between a point and a reference point
(e.g., metres above sea level).

(2) The exterior face of a building with respect to the direction
it faces or its position relative to another reference point
(e.g., South elevation, front elevation, street elevation).

A lifting device in which a platform can be moved up or down a
shaft, either by a cable from above or a hydraulic cylinder below.

See Paint terms.

See Stairway types.
See Lumber terms.
See Lumber terms.

Pressure exerted in the direction of the ends of a structural
member, such as a girder, beam, truss, or rafter.

Energy efficiency terms (efficacité énergétique, f., terminologie)

air sealing
(¢tanchéisation a lair, )

airtight drywall
approach (ADA)
(pare-air en plaques de
platre, m. [PAPP]))

cogeneration
(cogénération, f.)

daylighting

(éclairage naturel, m.)

dimmer
(gradateur, m.)

earth tube

(ventilation géothermique, f.,

puits climatique, m.)

See air barrier. The application of weatherstripping, caulking and
expanding foam, etc. to close off cracks and spaces at windows
and doors and on walls and ceilings to seal joints in air barrier
materials in order to reduce air leakage and resulting heat loss.

The use of interior drywall, gaskets, airtight electrical boxes and
caulking to form a continuous air barrier system in a building.

The simultaneous generation of electricity and useful heat.
The use of direct, diffuse, or reflected sunlight to supplement
indoor lighting and reduce lighting energy use.

A manual or automatic device used to reduce the amount of
power delivered to lights to reduce energy consumption.

An underground duct through which air is drawn to warm it in
the winter and cool it in the summer.
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EnerGuide rating A system developed by Natural Resources Canada (NRCan) for

system (ERS) representing the energy efficiency of a house.
({y:téme de cotation

EnerGuide, m.)

energy efficiency retrofit Changes made to an existing building and its existing equipment

(amélioration thermique, f.,  and systems to reduce energy consumption. May also refer to

e g ) adding an energy saving feature to an existing building that was
not already provided in the original construction.

energy efficient A type of home mortgage that takes into account the lower costs

mortgage ' of operating an energy efficient home over a conventional home
ZC’D};; hypzztfzecazteﬁzwrm;nt which could qualify the borrower for a larger loan amount than
efficacité énergétique, m. . .
senq otherwise would be possible.

energy service A private company that undertakes energy retrofits at little or no

company (ESCO) cost to the owner and recovers its investment over time through
(entreprise de services

boonergdvigues, £) the resulting energy savings. ESCOs may be involved in the

operation of retrofitted buildings during the investment recovery
period to help ensure energy savings are realized.

ENERGY STAR® A voluntary labelling program of the U.S. Environmental

(ENERGY STAR'™) Protection Agency (EPA) and the U.S. Department of Energy
that identifies energy efficient products. Qualified products
exceed minimum federal standards for energy consumption
by a certain amount, or where no federal standards exist, have
certain energy saving features. Such products may display the

ENERGY STAR® label.
ENERGY STAR®for A new home program developed by the U.S. Environmental
'(\'le_V\{ Homes Initiative Protection Agency (EPA) in 1992 and administered and
initiative .
ENERGY STAR™ pour promoted in Canada by Natural Resources Canada to encourage

residential energy-efficient practices that help to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions. ENERGY STAR® homes may include
more insulation, higher efficiency windows, heating and cooling

les maisons neuves, f.)

systems and windows in comparison to code built houses.
Third party verification of ENERGY STAR® for New Home

requirements is also an integral part of the Program.

EQuilibrium™ A CMHC sustainable housing demonstration initiative bringing
(EQuilibrium") the private and public sectors together to develop homes
that address occupant health and comfort, energy efficiency,
renewable energy production, resource conservation, reduced
environmental impact and affordability.
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fuel cell
(pile & combustible, f.)

Healthy Housing™
(Maison sainé”©, f.)

HERS
(pas d'équivalent
en frangais)

HOT2000

LEED®

(Leadership in Energy
and Environmental
Design)

(pas d’équivalent

en frangais)

load shedding
(délestage, m.)

load shifting

(déplacement de charge, m.)

net metering
(mesurage net, m.)

An electrochemical device that converts fuel directly into
electricity.

A term coined by Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation
used to describe housing that is healthy to live in, energy
efficient, has low environmental impact, is resource efficient

and affordable.

Abbreviation for Home Energy Rating System. A method of
rating home energy efficiency. The HERS Index is a scoring
system established by the U.S. Residential Energy Services
Network in which a net zero energy scores 0, and a house built
to the specifications of the HERS Reference Home, based on
the 2006 International Energy Conservation Code, scores 100.
Generally speaking a home energy rating system, such as Natural
Resources Canada’s EnerGuide Rating System is any system used
to systematically characterize the energy performance of a house,
often against established performance benchmarks.

Natural Resources Canada software used to predict energy
consumption for homes and low-rise residential buildings.
EnerGuide energy rating values are calculated which may be
used as benchmarks for Home Identification programs such as
R-2000 and Energy Star for New Homes.

A rating system for high-rise, commercial and residential
buildings that rates environmental impact and performance.
Buildings are assessed in six categories: sustainable site; water
efficiency; energy and atmosphere; materials and resources;
indoor environmental quality; and innovation and design
process. (26-32 credits = certified; 33-38 = silver; 39-51 = gold;
52-70 = platinum).

Automatically or manually turning off energy loads to limit
the peak energy demand, and related costs, that a building may
otherwise experience or the utility must meet.

Moving energy use from on-peak periods to off-peak periods
to reduce peak energy loads or to take advantage of lower
energy costs.

The use of a single electricity meter to measure household
consumption as well as generation of electricity by wind or solar
photovoltaic systems. The net electricity generated or consumed
is purchased from or sold to the utility, respectively.
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Net-Zero
(consommation
énergétique nette zéro, f.)

Net-Zero energy home
(maison a consommation
énergérique nette zéro, f.)

occupancy sensor
(détecteur de présence, m.)

R-2000

RETScreen®

setback thermostat
(thermostat
programmable, m.)

super insulated
(superisolé, p.p.)

The objective of balanced energy use and generation for an
individual house or building. The energy consumed and
generated by the house should achieve a net-zero balance on
an annual basis. See also EQuilibrium.

A home that consumes as much energy as it produces on site,
on an annual basis.

An optical, ultrasonic, or infrared device used to save energy by
activating systems such as space conditioning systems, ventilation
systems, or lighting systems in an occupied space or room and

to deactivate the systems when the space or room becomes
unoccupied.

A home-labelling program administered by NRCan in Canada,
designed to identify homes that meet a minimum level of
energy performance, R-2000 includes a home inspection

and a simulation of energy performance, as well as a report.
Requirements for airtightness, indoor air quality and materials
conservation are also included in the program. See also Energy
Star Home.

Software, provided free-of-charge, used worldwide to evaluate
the energy production and savings, lifecycle costs, emission
reductions, financial viability and risk for various types of energy-
efficient and renewable energy technologies (RETs). The software
also includes product, cost and climate databases. RET Screen
International is managed under the leadership and ongoing
financial support of Natural Resources Canadas CANMET
Energy Technology Centre, Varennes (CETC-Varennes).

A thermostat with an integral timer that can schedule the
operation of a space conditioning system based on time of day
and day of the week. Often used to lower the indoor temperature
setpoint during unoccupied periods during the winter and raise
it during the summer to reduce the operating time, and energy
consumption, of the space conditioning system.

Denotes the use of very high levels of insulation and
construction practices to achieve very high levels of airtightness.
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sustainable housing
(logement durable, m.)

task lighting
(éclairage spécifique, m.)

thermal energy storage
(stockage de ['énergie
thermique, m.)

weatherization
(intempérisation, f.)

Engineered wood (bois

cross laminated timber
(CLT)

(bois lamellé-croisé, m.)

engineered
wood product
(produit de bois

d'ingénierie, m.)

fibreboard, high-density
(panneau de fibres haute

densité, m.)

Housing designed, built and operated using techniques, materials
and technologies that result in houses that are highly energy
efficient, make efficient use of resources, have low environmental
impact, are healthy to live in, are affordable, and produce as
much energy as they consume on an annual basis.

The provision of lighting specifically to direct light on a task
or an area of work to reduce general lighting needs and related
energy consumption.

The storage of excess heat energy for use at later times.

Retrofit measures, typically applied to the building envelope,

to protect against heat loss and drafts. Originally directed at
replacing weatherstripping, air sealing cracks and holes and other
such improvements, weatherization often also includes insulation
retrofits and energy efficiency improvements to space heating
and hot water heating systems.

d’ingénierie, m., terminologie)

Cross Laminated Timber refers to large engineered wood

panels manufactured by cross laminating three to seven layers
of softwood lumber and bonding the laminations with adhesives
or fasteners.

A term used to refer to manufactured composite wood
products made up of a combination of smaller wood members,
watfers or fibres bonded together with adhesives to make larger
structural products. Examples of engineered wood products are

defined below.

High-strength fibreboard designed for applications where
increased strength is needed. Made by compressing wood
fibres with resins under high pressure into an engineered
substrate. Often used as an engineered floating floor core
material. HDF pressure is greater than 50 lbs. per cubic foot
or 800 kg per m®.
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glulam
(lamellé-collé, m.)

I-joist
(solive en I, f.)

laminated strand
lumber (LSL)

(bois de longs copeaux
lamellés, m.)

laminated veneer
lumber (LVL)

(bois en placage stratifié, m.)

oriented strand
board (OSB)
(panneau & copeaux
orientés, m.)

parallel strand
lumber (PSL)
(bois de copeaux

paralleles, m.)

plywood
(contreplagué, m.)

structural composite
lumber (SCL)
(bois de charpente

composite, m.)

waferboard

(panneau gaufré, m.,
panneau de grandes
particules, m.,

panneau de copeaux, m.)

wood I-joist

A beam or column made by gluing laminations of dimension
lumber. Also called glued laminated timber.

An engineered wood product formed by two dimensional
lumber or LVL flanges (the horizontal members at the top and
bottom of the joist) that are adhered to the edges of an OSB or
plywood web (the vertical portion of the joist). I-joists are used
to construct floors and may also be used as rafters.

A wood product made by gluing wood strands into a billet
that is then cut to size for uses such as headers, rim-joists

for floor systems, columns, joists and studs, headers, lintels and
rim boards.

Lumber made of veneers of wood glued together using exterior
grade glue.

A structural panel product manufactured by gluing and
high-temperature pressing of layers of thin wood strands,
with each layer oriented at a right angle to adjacent layers.

A structural wood product made by gluing long, thin strands
of wood.

A wood panel made of layers of veneer joined with glue and
usually laid with the grain of adjoining plies at right angles
(it usually has an odd number of plies).

Generic terms for solid structural engineered wood products
created by layering wood veneers, strands or flakes with exterior
type adhesives into blocks of material known as billets. The
billets are cured in a heated press and sawn to consistent

sizes that are easily worked in the field using conventional
construction tools. Includes products such as laminated veneer
lumber (LVL), parallel strand lumber (PSL), laminated strand
lumber (LSL).

Structural wood panel manufactured from randomly arranged
wood wafers (unlike OSB, which has strands arranged in layers
that are at a right angle to adjacent layers) and bonded together
with glue.

See I-joist.
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end boot

English bond
(appareil anglais, m.)

ensuite
(piece communicante, )

equilibrium moisture
content (EMC)

equivalent leakage
area (ELA)

(surface de fuite
équivalente (SFE), f.)

equivalent length

erosion

(érosion, f.)

escutcheon
(entrée de serrure, f.,
écusson, m.)

evaporation
(évaporation, f.)

excavate
(creuser, v.)

exfiltration

(exfiltration, f)

exhaust air
exhaust duct
exhaust shaft

exit

(issue, f-, sortie, f-)

See Heating and cooling terms.

A masonry bond in which each course is alternately composed
entirely of header or stretcher masonry units.

A private room attached to another room, for example,
an ensuite bathroom attached to a bedroom.

See Lumber.

An estimate of the total combined area of all the unintentional
openings in the building envelope generally expressed in square
centimetres or square inches. The ELA is usually obtained through
a blower-door test. See also normalized leakage area (NLA).

See Ventilation terms.

The uncontrolled detachment and removal of soil particles
by the action of water, wind or gravity.

A plate around an opening or penetration, such as a keyhole
plate or the plate to which a door knob is attached.

The process of changing a liquid into vapour (usually water)
by adding latent heat.

To dig or scoop out earth as for a foundation, underground
services, etc.

The outward flow or escape of air or liquid. The term is often
associated with the uncontrolled movement of indoor air to
outdoors through intentional and unintentional openings in
the building envelope.

See Ventilation terms.
See Ventilation terms.
See Ventilation terms.

That part of a means of egress, including doorways, that leads
from the floor area it serves to a separate building, an open
public thoroughfare (e.g., a street), or an exterior open space
protected from fire exposure from the building and having access
to an open public thoroughfare.
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exit, access to
(acces a issue, m.)

exit, horizontal
(issue horizontale, f.)

expanded metal
(métal déployé, m.)

expanded polystyrene
insulation

expansion bolt
(boulon & expansion, m.)

expansion joint
expansive soil
expansion tank

exhaust-only
ventilation system

extended exhaust
ventilation system

exterior trim
(boiserie extérieure, )

extrados
(extrados, m.)

extruded polystyrene
insulation

FBM
(PR, pied-planche, m.)

That part of a means of egress within a floor area that provides
access to an exit serving the floor area.

An exit from one building to another by means of a doorway,
vestibule, walkway, bridge or balcony.

A metal network formed by stamping or cutting sheet-metal and

stretching it to form open meshes. It is used as reinforcing in
concrete construction and as lath for plastering and stucco.

See Insulation terms

A fastener commonly used for bolting wood or steel to concrete

or masonry that is secured as a result of the bolt anchor
spreading as the bolt is tightened. Also called a cinch anchor.

See Joint terms.
See Soil terms.
See Heating and cooling terms.

See Ventilation terms.
See Ventilation terms.

Exterior mouldings and members used to finish and cover
unprotected edges or joints of exterior finishes or between
elements such as the roof and walls, walls and windows, etc.

The upper curved line of an arch.

See Insulation terms

F

Abbreviation for board foot measure. See Lumber terms:
board foot.
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facade

(fagade, f.)
face nailing
(clouage de face, m.)

facer board
(bordure de pignon, f.)

face side

facing
(revétement, m.)

factor of safety
(facteur de sécurité, m.)

factory-built chimney
factory-built housing
false ceiling
family room

fan depressurization
(dépressurisation par
ventilateur, f-)

fan-cycler

fascia board
(bordure d'avant-toit, f.)

faucet

feathering
(amincissement, m.)

The entire exterior side of a building that can be seen in one
view. Typically refers to the principal, main, street facing or
architecturally significant side of a building.

Fastening a member by driving nails through it at right angles to
its exposed surface.

The exterior trim board under the verge of gables sometimes
referred to as verge board. See barge board.

See Lumber terms.

The external layer of a wall that is visible and exposed to the
weather and supported by a structural wall behind.

The ratio of the maximum load a material, component or
system can withstand before failure to the maximum load it is
designed to carry. For example, if a rope that can carry up to
2,000 kg before breaking is specified to carry a load no more
than 1,000 kg, the factor of safety is 2,000 divided by 1,000 = 2.

See Chimney types.

See Construction types.

See Dropped ceiling terms: dropped ceiling.
See House rooms.

The condition that exists when a fan is used to exhaust air from
a building resulting in a lower pressure inside the building
compared to the outside.

See Ventilation terms.

An exterior, vertically positioned but horizontally running,
trim member used to close and finish the outer exposed ends
and faces of rafters and roof trusses. Fascia board may also
support eavestroughing.

See Plumbing terms.

Reducing gradually to a very thin edge.
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feeder

felt paper
(papier feutre, m.)

fence
(cloture, )

fenestration
(fenétrage, m.)

fibreboard
(panneau de fibres, m.)

fibreboard, high density

fibreglass
(fibre de verre, f)

fibre optics
(fibre optique, f)

fibre saturation point
(point de saturation des

Sfibres, m.)

fill
(remblai, m.)

filler

filter

(feltre, m.)
fine-grain
finned-tube

finger joint

See Electrical terms.

Building paper made from a paper base saturated with hot
bitumen and used under roofing and siding as a protection
against moisture.

A structure used to separate one area from another. It can also be
used to define or enclose, or partially enclose, an area.

The distribution or arrangement of windows, doors, and
ornamental trim.

A panel, plank or moulded shape made of glued wood fibres.

See Engineered wood products.

Very fine threads of glass massed to form wool-like thermal and
acoustical insulation or be combined as a yarn and woven into
fabrics that when embedded in synthetic resins make a very
strong, lightweight material.

Thin hollow fibres through which coded light pulses are passed

to transmit audio, video and data information.

The moisture content of wood when all the free water in the
cell cavities has been lost, leaving water only in the cell walls
and shrinkage begins (approximately 25 to 30 per cent
moisture content).

Earth, soil, or other material used to alter the existing
topographic relief of an area or to adjust the level of an
excavation. See cut and fill.

See Paint terms.

A device that removes impurities from liquids or gases.

See Lumber terms.
See Heating and cooling terms.

See Lumber terms.
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finial

(faiteau, m.)

finished size
(dimension finie, f.)

finish grading
(régalage de finition, m.,
nivellement définitif, m.)

fire barrier
(élément coupe-feu, m.)

fire brick
(brique réfractaire, f-)

fire clay
(argile réfracraire, 1)

fire compartment
(compartiment
résistant au feu, m.)

fire damper
(registre coupe-feu, m.)

fire detector
(détecteur d’incendie, m.)

fire door
(porte coupe-feu, f.)

first-hour rating

An ornament, often long and narrow, set at the peak of a gable.

The overall measurements of any object completely finished and
ready for use.

The final surface adjustments made to a site after construction of
buildings and other facilities. Usually applies to manual placing
and raking of topsoil.

Fire resistant wall, door, and similar construction to prevent
spread of a fire in a building. See fire stop.

Brick made with high heat-resisting clay and used to line
fireplaces, furnaces and chimneys.

A clay with high heat resistance used to make fire brick and the
mortar in which fire brick is laid.

An enclosed interior space in a building that is separated from
all other parts of the building by enclosing construction that
provides a fire separation with a required fire-resistance rating.

A closure installed in an air-distribution system or in a wall or
floor assembly that is normally held open but is designed to close
automatically in the event of a fire to maintain the integrity of a
fire separation.

A device that detects a fire condition and actuates an alarm
(includes smoke and heat detectors).

A fire-resistant door that can be closed to stop the spread of
a fire.

See Plumbing terms.

Fire door types (portes coupe-feu, f., types)

heat-actuated fire door

(porte coupe-feu commandée

par la chaleur, f)

self-closing fire door

(porte coupe-feu a fermeture

automatique, f-)

A fire door that closes automatically when activated by smoke
or heat-sensing systems.

A fire door normally closed and designed to close automatically
after being opened.
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fire load
(charge combustible, f.)

fire partition

fireplace

(foyer, m.)

fireplace insert
(poéle encastrable, m.,
insert, m.)

fire-protection rating
(degré pare-flammes, m.)

fire-resistance rating
(degré de résistance
au feun, m.)

fire-resistive
construction

fire-retardant-treated
wood
(bois ignifugé, m.)

fire separation
(séparation coupe-feu, f.)

fire stop
(coupe-feu, m.)

firewall
(mur coupe-feu, m.)

The combustible contents of a room or floor area, including
furnishings, finished floor, wall and ceiling finishes, trim, and
temporary and movable partitions, expressed in the average
weight of combustible materials per square metre.

See firewall.

An opening or appliance at the base of a chimney where wood or
gas is burned for heating and/or aesthetic purposes. Fireplaces are
most often masonry, stone or metal and may or may not be built
into the structure of a house.

A manufactured firebox installed in a masonry fireplace opening
to improve heat-transfer efficiency and safety.

The time in hours (or fractions of hours) that a closure, window
or glass block assembly will resist the passage of flames and the
transmission of heat when exposed to fire under specified test
and performance criteria.

The time in minutes or hours that a material or assembly
of materials will withstand the passage of flames and the
transmission of heat when exposed to fire under specific
test and performance conditions.

See Construction types.

A wood product whose surface burning characteristics are
reduced by impregnation with fire-retardant chemicals.

A construction assembly that acts as a barrier against the spread
of fire, and may or may not be required to have a fire-resistance
rating.

A draft-tight barrier within or between construction assemblies
that acts to retard the passage of smoke and flames.

A wall of non-combustible construction that subdivides a
building into limited fire areas or separates adjoining buildings

to resist the spread of fire, and that has a prescribed fire-resistance
rating and the ability to remain structurally intact for the
required fire-rated time.
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fire window
fixed sash
fixture
fixture trap

flag stone

(dalle, 1)
flame-spread rating
(indice de propagation
de la flamme, m.)

flange
(aile, f, semelle, f)

flapper
flashing

(solin, m.)

flat sawn

flat roof

flat slab
(dalle sans nervure, f,
plancher-dalle, m.)

Flemish bond
(appareil flamand, m.)

FlexHousing™

flexible housing

See Window terms.
See Sash types.

See Plumbing terms.
See Plumbing terms.

Flat stone, usually 25 to 75-mm (1 to 3-in.) thick, used for
patios, pavement or sidewalks.

The measurement of flame spread on the surface of a material or
an assembly of materials as determined in a standard fire test.

(1) A projecting edge, rib, or rim.
(2) The top and bottom horizontal components of an I-beam or
channel that are attached to the vertical web.

See Plumbing terms.

Water-proof sheet or other material placed to prevent water
penetration or to direct and shed the flow of water over and off
of the building envelope or other element.

See Lumber terms.

See Roof types.

A concrete slab reinforced in two or more directions, without
beams or girders except wall or trimmer beams, from which loads
are transferred to supporting columns.

In masonry, a bond consisting of alternate headers and stretchers
in every course, each header being placed in the middle of the
stretchers, in the courses above and below.

See Flexible housing terms.

See Flexible housing terms.
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Flexible housing terms (logement polyvalent, m., terminologie)

accessible housing
(logement accessible, m.)

adaptable housing
(logement adaprable, m.)

aging-in-place
(vieillissement chez soi, m.)

assistive technology
(technologie d assistance, f.)

barrier free design
(acces sans obstacles, m.)

disability
(incapacité, f.)

FlexHousing™
(Bati-FlexM, m.)

flexible housing
(logement polyvalent, m.)

Dwellings that include features, amenities or products to
better meet the needs of people with disabilities and thereby
maximizing the number of people who can readily use them.

A dwelling designed and constructed to be easily, and
cost-effectively, modified at a later date as the needs and
circumstances of the occupants change. For example, the
inclusion of a space for a home office or secondary suite or
features that can accommodate occupants with changing
mobility such as a roll-in shower, wider doorways, and level
entranceways.

The ability to remain in one’s home safely, independently and
comfortably as one’s age and abilities change.

Devices, equipment and systems that provide people with
physical, sensory and cognitive disabilities with an ability to
live more independently and safely. Includes door bells that
also activate a flashing light, personal emergency signalling
systems, stair lifts.

Means that a building and its facilities can be approached,
entered and used by persons with physical or sensory disabilities.
They contain no architectural, design or psychological features
that might prevent anyone, able-bodied or otherwise, from
using the building or amenities.

An activity limitation or participation restriction associated with
a physical or mental condition or health problem.

A concept developed by CMHC. FlexHousing is a built form in
which the interior configuration can change over time to adapt
to the needs of the homeowner. For example, over time the floor
plan and services may be adapted to include: the addition or
removal of a secondary suite; a change in room configuration

to create a new bedroom for a child or elderly parent; or, the
addition of an office.

Housing that include specific design features that allows people
to occupy their homes for longer periods of time, that meet

a wide range of occupant needs, and improve convenience.
The four principles of flexible housing are adaptability,

accessibility, affordability and healthy indoor environments.
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universal design
(conception universelle, f.)

visitable
(visitable, adj.)

flight
(volée d'escalier, )

float finish
(enduit taloché, m.)

floating
(aplanissement, m.)

floor drain

flooring
(revétement de sol, m.,
support de revétement

de sol, m.)

floor joist

flue

flue collar

flue damper, automatic
flue gases

flue lining

flue pipe

The design of products and environments that meet the needs of
a wide range of the population. It addresses the needs of those
with mobility or cognitive disabilities as well as the general
population by ensuring designs are useful, functional, intuitive,
safe and accessible to a wide variety of people.

A dwelling that includes basic accessibility features that
allow most people to visit even if they have limitations such
as impaired mobility. Basic features include a level entry,
wider doors throughout the entrance level and an accessible
washroom on the entrance level as well.

A series of steps between floors or landings.

A smooth finish applied to concrete or plaster.

The equal spreading of plaster or concrete by means of a board
called a float.

See Plumbing terms.

Material used in the construction of floors. The surface material
is known as finished flooring (revétement de sol) while the base
material is called sub-flooring (support de revétement de sol).

See Wood framing terms: joist.

See Chimney terms: chimney flue pipe.
See Chimney terms.

See Chimney terms.

See Chimney terms.

See Chimney terms.

See Chimney terms.
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fluorescent lighting
(éclairage fluorescent, m.)

flute
(cannelure, f.)

footing

(semelle, 1)

forced draft
forced warm air-heating

formaldehyde
(formaldéhyde, m.)

formwork

foundation
(fondations, f. pl.)

foundation
dampproofing

foundation
waterproofing
(imperméabilisation
des fondations, f.)
foundation drain
foyer

FPM

flue gas condensation

framework
(ossature, [, charpente, f.)

Light produced by fluorescent lights. Also refers to fluorescent
lamp-based lighting fixtures or lighting systems. Fluorescent
light is produced when the phosphor coating applied to the
inner surface of a sealed glass tube is struck by ultraviolet light
released by mercury gas within the tube when an electric current
is applied to it. Fluorescent lighting comes in linear, compact
spiral and circuline forms.

A rounded groove on a column or pilaster.
The widened section, usually concrete, at the base or bottom of

a foundation wall, pier or column that is designed to carry and
distribute structural loads to the ground.

See Heating and cooling terms.
See Heating and cooling terms: warm air-heating system, forced.

A colourless, pungent, and irritating gas that can be released by
certain glues, insulation, furnishings, fibre and particle boards,
plastics and curing agents.

See Concrete terms: concrete formwork.

The lower portion of a structure, usually concrete or masonry,
including the footings, that transfers the weight of the structure
to the ground.

See dampproofing
High-quality, below-grade moisture protection. Used to prevent

water from entering below-grade exterior concrete and masonry
walls and floor slabs when hydrostatic pressure occurs.

See Plumbing terms.

See House rooms.

See Heating and cooling terms.
See Chimney terms.

Carpentry work consisting entirely of framing or rough work.
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framing
(charpenterie, f.)

framing system

free-floating stud wall
(mur & poteaux flottants, m.)

freehold
friction-fit batt

frieze

(frise, 1)

frog
(clé, £)

front elevation
(élévation avant, f.,

Jagade, f.)

frost heaving
(soulévement dii au gel, m.)

fruiting body
(organe de fructification, m.)

full foundation
(fondations pleine hauteur,

fpl)

fully-ducted
ventilation system

The rough timber work of a house, including the flooring,
roofing, exterior walls, interior partitions, ceiling and beams.

See Wood framing.

A steel stud wall that is secured to the top track in such a way
that it transfers horizontal loads but not vertical loads.

See Housing types.
See Insulation terms.

The middle part of the decorative design of a wall, between the
architrave and the cornice; the decorated upper part of a wall,
below the cornice.

A hollow in the bottom of a brick to assist in bonding
between courses.

The view of the front face of a building.

The upthrust of ground, pavement or other objects in the
ground caused by freezing of moist soil. It occurs when
subsurface water freezes and expands along the frost line

and draws additional water up from the unfrozen soil below

by capillary action and vapour diffusion to form an ice lens.

As the ice lens grows upwards in the direction of heat loss, it will
lift any soil, objects and structures above or to adjacent vertical
surfaces (e.g., foundation wall, concrete pier or post) to which

it becomes adhered.

A fleshy mass of material found on decayed wood that is
responsible for the production of decay fungi spores. Its presence
indicates an advanced stage in the deterioration of the wood.

A fruiting body assumes different physical characteristics
depending on the decay fungi involved; some growths are
bracket-like, others resemble mushrooms.

A foundation deep enough to provide adequate ceiling to
floor clearance for headroom in the basement under the entire
building area.

See Ventilation terms.

Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation m



fungi
(champignons, m. pl.)

furnace
furnace, electric

furring

(fourrure, 1)

furring channel
(profilé de fourrure, m.)

fuse

fuse rejecter

GAMA
(pas d’équivalent
en frangais)

gable
(pignon, m.)

gable end
(mur de pignon, m.)

gable roof

galvanized steel
(tole galvanisée, )

galvanized pipe

(tuyau d'acier galvanisé, m.)

gambrel roof

garage

garbage disposal device

(broyeur de déchets, m.)

Plant-like organisms that are decomposers of waste organisms
and organic material and exist as yeast, mold, or mildew.

See Heating and cooling terms.
See Heating and cooling terms: electric furnace.

A strip applied to a wall or other surface as support for the
finish material, or to increase its thickness. See strapping.

A steel member used to support interior finish; the smallest
horizontal member of a suspended ceiling.

See Electrical terms.

See Electrical terms.

Abbreviation for the Gas Appliance Manufacturers Association.
GAMA publishes AFUE ratings for furnaces and EF ratings

for water heaters.

The upper triangular-shaped portion of the end wall of
a building.

The upper, often triangular-shaped, portion of a wall that
is contained within or projecting from a roof.

See Roof types.

Steel that has been dipped in molten zinc to protect it against
rust and used where moisture is present, such as on roofing,

flashing and hardware.

Pipe made of galvanized steel.

See Roof types.
See Outdoor structures.

A food-waste disposer mounted in the kitchen sink drain
to grind food scraps into pieces small enough to be handled
by household wastewater piping.
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garden suite
gas-filled glazing

gas-fired heating

gauge
(épaisseur; [, calibre, m.)

gauge (sheet metal)
(épaisseur; [, calibre, m.)

gazebo

general contractor
girder

(grosse poutre, [,

poutre maitresse, f-)

girt
(entremise, f.)

glass fibre
(fibre de verre, f.)

glass fibre insulation
glass-fibre board
glass wool insulation
glaze

(vitrer, v. [1];
glagure, f. [2])

glazed door
(porte vitrée, f-)

glazier point
(pointe de vitrier, f.)

glazier putty
(mastic de vitrier, m.)

glazing
(vitrage, m.)

See Housing types.
See Window terms: gas-filled window.
See Heating and cooling terms.

A standard for measuring the diameter of nails or wire and sheet
metal thickness.

A system of measuring sheet metal thickness. Manufacturer’s
Standard Gauge (MSG) for uncoated steel sheet, Galvanized
Sheet Gauge (GSG) for galvanized sheet steel.

See Outdoor structure terms.
See contractor.

A principal beam that supports secondary beams and stringers.

A support between structural members to keep them in
proper alignment.

Fine strands formed by blowing or drawing molten glass.

See Insulation terms: glass wool insulation.
See Insulation terms.
See Insulation terms.

(1) To put panes of glass in a sash, frame or prepared opening.
(2) Transparent liquid applied to tiles before being fired in order
to produce a glossy surface.

A door fitted with glass panels.
Small, triangular metal piece inserted into the rabbet or wood
sash to secure the glass before putty is applied.

A mixture of whiting and linseed oil used for fixing panes of
glass into a frame after installation of glazier points.

A generic term for the transparent (sometimes translucent)
material in a window or door (usually, but not always, glass).
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glazing bead
(parclose, f., baguette
de vitrage, f)

glazing unit
(unité de vitrage, f°)

glulam

grab bar
(barre d'appui, )

grade

(niveau du sol, m.)

grade line
(contour du sol, m.)

grade (lumber)

gradient
(gradient, m.)

grading plan
grain
granny flat

granular materials

(matériau granulaire, m.)

grass
(gazon, m., herbe, f.)

grate, grating

(grille, 1)
gravity furnace

green (lumber)

A moulding or stop around the inside of a frame to hold the
glass in place.

A window component comprised of two or more glazing layers
sealed around the outside edge to prevent air or moisture from
entering the airspace and to prevent dirt and condensation
between the panes.

See Engineered wood, engineered wood product.

A handle installed on a wall to support a person’s weight or assist
in providing balance. Often used in bathrooms to help people
access and have support at toilets or in bathtubs and showers.
May also be referred to as a support bar

The average level of the ground surface around the foundation
wall. Can also mean the site surface slope or gradient that can

be modified by cut and fill.

A predetermined line indicating the proposed elevation of the
ground around a building.

See Lumber terms.

The degree of inclination, or the rate of ascent or descent
of a surface.

See Plan terms: plan.
See Lumber terms.
See Housing types.

Materials including crushed stone, gravel or certain soils that are
used for backfill or under slabs to allow for water drainage.

Category of plants typically used for landscaping and

erosion control.

An assembly of steel bars placed over an opening that permits
water or air to pass through.

See Heating and cooling terms.

See Lumber terms.
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greenfield Undeveloped land, sometimes previously used for agriculture,

(terrain vierge, m.) being considered for development.
greenhouse effect Solar radiation admitted through a medium that is transformed
(effet de serre, m.) to heat waves that cannot pass back through the medium.

The process was first observed in greenhouses, where glass
admitted the solar radiation, then trapped the heat. The term
is now applied to the Earth’s surface, where constituents of the
atmosphere trap solar radiation.

greenhouse gas (GHG)  Gases in the Earth’s atmosphere that absorb and emit radiation
(gaz a effet de serre, within the thermal infrared range, causing the atmosphere to

m. (GES)) increase in temperature.
greyfield An obsolete, outdated, underutilized real estate (shopping malls,
(terrain sous-utilisé, m., strip malls or other commercial properties) that represent a

zone commerciale vétuste, f.) promising opportunity for redevelopment, intensification and

revitalization. Referred to as “greyfield” due to the large expanses
of parking or asphalt areas. Greyfields do not typically require

site remediation to deal with contamination from previous uses.

greywater See Water re-use and recycling terms.
(eaux ménageres, [,

pl. eaux grises, f. pl.)

greywater treatment See Water re-use and recycling terms.

system

grid-tie The linking of a building’s electricity-generating system
(raccordement coordonné (e.g., roof top photovoltaic panels) through a dedicated meter to

au réseau de distribution

délectricité, m,) the electrical grid. The building draws electricity it needs from

the grid through a separate meter and not the generating system.
Though not common, a grid-tied system may include batteries
for back-up power in the event of a grid failure.

grill An assembly of steel bars placed over a window to deter entrance

(grille, 1) through the window. Also used to describe inserts, or muntins,
added to window panes to simulate old true divided windows.
See Window terms: checker window.

grille See Heating and cooling terms.

ground See Electrical terms.
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ground

(cueillie, )

ground electrode

ground fault circuit
interrupter

ground floor
(premier étage, m.,
rez-de-chaussée, m.)

ground source heat
pump (GSHP)

grounding system

groundwater
(nappe souterraine, f.)

grout
(coulis, m.)

guard
(garde-corps, m.)

guard rail
(garde-corps & deux

lisses, m.)

gusset
(gousset, m.)

gutter

(gouttiére, f)

guy wire
(hauban, m.)

A strip of wood or metal attached to a wall before plastering
along the floor line and around windows, doors, and other
openings as a plaster stop and thickness guide.

See Electrical terms.

See Electrical terms.

The floor of a building closest to grade. Also referred to as the
first floor or storey.

See Heating and cooling terms.

See Electrical terms.

Subsurface water located within the porous spaces in soil,
sediment, and rocks. Groundwater originates from rain and
melting snow and ice and is the source of water for aquifers,
springs, and wells. The upper surface of groundwater is the
water table.

A free flowing mixture of cement mortar used to fill the spaces
between masonry or between masonry and steel base plates.
Also used to fill spaces between ceramic tiles.

A protective barrier around a floor opening or along the open
sides of stairs or a ramp, landing, balcony, mezzanine, galleries,
raised walkway and elsewhere to prevent falls from one level to
another or inadvertent entry into a dangerous area.

A guard consisting of a top rail and a mid-rail located
approximately midway between the underside of the top rail
and the floor.

A wood or metal plate attached across a joint to increase its
strength and stability.

An eavestrough used to convey rainwater from the roof to
the downspout. A channel in a ground surface that conveys water
from one place to another.

A wire attached to support an upright object. Guy wires are often
used to support newly planted trees or aerial antennas.
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gypsum board
(plaque de plizre, f.)

H-beam
(poutre en H, )

H-clip
(agrafe en H, f.)

HERS

HRAI

(ICCCR, Institut
canadien du chauffage,
de la climatisation et
de la réfrigération, m.)

HRV or heat recovery
ventilator

HVAC
(CVC, chauffage,

ventilation et climatisation)

HVI
(pas d’équivalent
en frangais)

habitable room or space
(piece habitable, f., espace
habitable, m.)

half-bath

handrail
(main courante, f-)

hardware
(quincaillerie, f)

A panel product made from gypsum plaster with a paper
covering on the front and back. See drywall.

A structural beam shaped like an I-beam but with wider flanges.
A small metal H shaped clip used to support and align butt
joints in roof sheathing that are not supported by framing.
See Energy efficiency terms.

Acronym for Heating Refrigerating and Air Conditioning
Institute of Canada.

See Ventilation terms.

Abbreviation for heating, ventilation and air conditioning.
Used to describe space-conditioning systems.

Abbreviation of Home Ventilating Institute. HVI publishes
performance ratings for HRV, exhaust fans, range hoods, and
static ventilation devices.

A room or space intended primarily for human occupancy.

See House rooms.

A supportive horizontal or sloping (in the case of ramps and
stairs) rail at the top or side of a guard, wall or balustrade,
intended to be grasped by a person’s hand for support, and to
prevent falls.

Meetal fittings such as door knobs, hinges, towel bars and
closet rods.
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hardwoods
(feuillu, m.,
bois de feuillus, m.)

hasp

(moraillon, m.)

hatch
(trappe, f.)

header course
(assise de boutisses, f.)

header (framing)

header (masonry)

(boutisse, f.)

head room
(hauteur libre, f.)

hearth
(4tre, m.)

heating appliance
heating degree day

heat detector

(détecteur de chaleur, m.)

heat detector,
rate of rise
(détecteur

thermovélocimétrique, m.)

heat exchanger
heat loss

heat pump

The botanical group of trees that (with a few exceptions) are
broad-leaved, deciduous species (the term is not a precise
indication of the actual hardness of the wood).

A slotted plate attached to a door that fits over a u-shaped staple
on a door frame and is used to secure the door with a padlock

or peg.

A covered opening that provides access to an attic, roof,
crawlspace. Smaller hatches may also be used to provide access
to building services such as shut-off valves, dampers or for
inspection of same.

A wall course in which all the masonry units are headers.

See Wood framing.

A masonry unit laid with its end exposed on the face of a wall.
The space between the top of a person’s head and the ceiling or
other structure above.

The floor and area immediately in front of a fireplace.

See Heating and cooling terms.
See Heating and cooling terms: degree day.

A temperature-sensitive device programmed to be activated when
the temperature rises above a preset point. Often used to trigger
a fire alarm or activate a fire sprinkler.

A mechanical device that sets off a warning bell when a sudden
rise in temperature takes place.

See Heating and cooling terms
See Heating and cooling terms

See Heating and cooling terms.
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heat recovery
(récupération de chaleus, f)

heat siphon trap

The process of extracting heat (usually from air or water)
that would otherwise be wasted. Heat recovery in housing
usually refers to the extraction of heat from exhaust air or
drain-water. See Heating and cooling terms: HRV, and
Plumbing terms: DWHR

See Plumbing terms.

Heating and cooling terms (chauffage et climatisation, terminologie)

air conditioning
(climatisation, f.,
conditionnement de [air, m.)

air handler

(appareil de traitement
de l'air, m.)

air shutter
(registre de réglage, m.)

air source heat pump
(pompe a chaleur & air, f.)

air-to-air heat exchanger

air-to-water heat pump
(pompe a chaleur air-eau, f.)

angle boot (A-boot)
(also called
broadway boot)

(boitier de raccordement
2 90°, m.)

annual fuel utilization
efficiency (AFUE)
(REA, rendement
énergétique annuel, m.)

aquastat
(aquastat, m.)

The process of bringing air to a desired temperature (by heating
or cooling), humidity (by humidification or dehumidification)
and cleanliness (by filtration).

A forced air assembly that performs one or more of the following
functions: heating, cooling, ventilation, filtration, air mixing,
humidification, dehumidification and is typically connected to
an air distribution system.

An adjustable device that controls the amount of combustion
air supplied to an oil or gas furnace with atmospheric or
power burners.

A heat pump that transfers heat from the outdoor air to the
indoor air for space heating during the winter and reverses the
process in the summer to provide air conditioning. Consists of
an indoor evaporator unit, typically within a forced air system
and an outdoor condenser unit.

See Ventilation terms.

A heat pump that transfers heat from the outdoor air to water
for space and/or domestic water heating.

A sheet metal duct fitting where the entering duct is at right
angles to the rectangular opening, and the path of air turns
90 degrees.

A value that describes the overall efficiency of an appliance,
including off-cycle and parasitic losses. Calculated according to

a DOE (U.S. Dept. of Energy) standard.

A thermostat that senses water temperature in a boiler or water
heater and controls either the circulating pump or the burner.
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aspect ratio
(rapport de forme, m.)

atmospheric burner

(britlenr atmosphérique, m.)

Bacharach smoke
number

(indice de fumée
Bacharach, m.)

backdrafting

(flow reversal)
(refoulement, m.)

backspillage

balanced flue

(ventouse, f.)

barometric damper
(régulateur de tirage, m.)

baseboard heater
(plinthe chauffante, f.)

The ratio of the longer dimension to the shorter dimension
of a shape.

A burner with no fan or blower that relies solely on natural draft
to acquire combustion air.

A measure of the quantity of smoke in flue gas obtained by
comparing the soot spot on a filter paper to a grey scale that
ranges from white (0) to black (9) in unit steps.

The reverse flow of outdoor air into a building through the
barometric damper, draft hood, burner unit or fire box as a
result of chimney blockage or the depressurization of a house
relative to outdoors which overcomes the draft of the chimney.
Depressurization can be caused by stack or wind effects or

the operation of exhaust appliances such as clothes dryers,
rangehoods, and bathroom fans. Backdrafting can cause the
products of combustion (odour, smoke, toxic gases, particulates)
from fuel-fired appliances to be spilled back into the interior of
a building. Cold backdrafting occurs when the appliance is not
operating and the chimney acts as an air inlet. Hot backdrafting
occurs when the flow of hot flue gases is reversed during
appliance operation.

See spillage.

A direct venting, or sealed combustion system where the
movement of flue gases and incoming combustion air is driven
by thermal buoyancy. Such systems are often but not always
coaxial.

A counterweighted damper located in the venting system
between a fuel-fired appliance and its chimney that is set so that
variations in chimney barometric pressure will cause the damper
to open or close gradually to maintain a constant draft in the
chimney directly upstream of the damper.

A thin linear heating appliance that has openings at the top
and bottom through which air circulates and collects heat from
an internal convector. Typically installed at the base of exterior
walls under windows.
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blocked vent

shut-off system

(systéme de soupape darrét
pour évent obstrué, m.)

boiler
(chaudiere, f.)

bonnet (warm air
bonnet, supply plenum)
(chambre de répartition

dair, f, plénum, m.)

boot (forced air system)
(boitier de raccordement, m.)

branch duct
(gaine de dérivation, f.)

breech or breeching
(collecteur de fumée, m.)

breech pipe
(raccord de collecteur

de fumée, m.)

British Thermal
Unit (BTU)
(unité thermique

britannique, |, Btu)

BTUH or BTU/H
(Btu/h)

burner
(brileur, m.)

burner, atmospheric

burner, natural draft

A system designed to interrupt appliance main burner gas flow
if the appliance venting system is totally blocked.

A closed pressure vessel that uses fuel or electricity for
heating water to supply steam or hot water for heating,
hot water, humidification or other applications such as
electricity generation.

That part of a forced air system which is located directly at the
outlet of a furnace or air-handler. Sometimes called “supply
plenum.” Often contains the evaporator coil of a central
split-system air-conditioner.

A sheet metal fitting usually located at a supply terminal that
provides a transition between round duct to rectangular duct or
a register or diffuser. Common types include angle boot,
universal boot and end boot.

A passageway carrying air to or from a single register or grille.
A flue or chamber for receiving flue gases from one or more flue

connections and for discharging these gases through a single
chimney flue or chimney liner connection. See chimney thimble.

A short pipe with one end permanently mortared into the breech
of a masonry chimney and the other end free for the attachment
of a vent connector or smoke pipe.

A unit used to measure quantity of heat, defined as the quantity
of energy necessary to raise the temperature of 1 Ib. of water 1°F.

Abbreviation for BT Us per hour, commonly used to rate heating
appliance capacity and rates of heating or cooling energy flow.

A device for the introduction of fuel to be ignited and burned in
the combustion zone of a fuel-fired appliance.

See atmospheric burner.

See atmospheric burner.
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burner unit
(brivleur, m.)

bypass damper

(registre de dérivation, m.)

central air conditioner
(climatisateur central,

m., conditionneur d air
central, m.)

central heating
(chauffage central, m.)

ceramic fibre liner
(chemisage en fibres de

céramique, m.)

chimney liner
(boissean, m., tubage
de cheminée, m.)

chimney thimble
(chimney collar)
(fourreau de cheminée, m.)

cleanout
(regard de nettoyage, m.)

clearance
(dégagement, m.)

coaxial vent
(ventouse a double effet, f.)

That part of an appliance or furnace that burns fuel to produce
fire or heat.

An automatic device (possibly non-electric) that allows
recirculation of air between the supply and return plenums
of a forced air system equipped with zone control.

An appliance or system that produces cooled air in a central
location for distribution to the rooms of a house. Often refers
to a central forced air heating system equipped with a cooling
coil in the supply plenum to meet space conditioning needs
during the summer.

A heating system in which a number of rooms or spaces are
heated from a central source, where the heating equipment is
not located in the rooms or spaces being heated.

A prefabricated flexible liner for a furnace combustion chamber
that is used with a retention head oil burner.

A ceramic or metallic liner forming a flue on the inside of a
masonry chimney. A ceramic liner must be installed at the

time of construction of the chimney. Metallic liners are usually
installed as retrofit in order to correct deterioration problems or
to modify an existing chimney to make it suitable for use with
fuel-fired appliances for which it was not originally designed.

The connector that joins the vent conn